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AGENDA
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

New Orleans, Louisiana
April 29, 1988

Roll Call
Setting of Inshore Shrimp Season
Consideration of Speckled Trout Quota

Consideration of Emergency Rule to Extend the Commercial
Closure of Red drum through August 31, 1988

Notice of Intent - Resident Game Hunting Seasons for
1988-89

Ratify Rule Change Pertaining to Field Trials on WMAs
Toledo Bend and Caddo Lake Reciprocal Agreement
Discussion of Marsh Island Alligator Harvest Program

Ratify the Establishment of a New Seed Ground in Outside
Waters South of Atchafalaya Bay

Resolution for Shelldredging and Proposed Bid Framework
Set May Meeting Date

Oyster Survey Report



MINUTES OF MEETING OF
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

April 29, 1988

Chairman Joe Palmisano presiding:
Thursday, April 28, 1988 - 2:00 PM

Jack Cappel
Don Hines
James Jenkins
Warren Pol
Nicholas Trist
Dale Vinet

Friday, April 29, 1988 - 10:00 AM

Jack Cappel
Don Hines
James Jenkins
Warren Pol
Nicholas Trist
Dale Vinet

Ms. Virginia Van Sickle was also present.

The minutes of the regular montly meeting of March 4, 1988
were approved with a motion from Dr. Cappel, seconded by Mr.
Vinet and approved unanimously.

A special budget meeting was held on April 5 with Mr.
Jenkins as Chairman, Mr. Vinet, Dr. Cappel and Dr. Hines. Mr.
Jenkins gave a brief report of this meeting. Minutes are attached.

Mr. Pol presented a resolution to set the inshore
shrimp season for 1988. After some discussion, Mr. Pol made
a motion to accept this resolution, seconded by Dr. Hines and
passed unanimously.

(The full text of the resolution
is made a part of the record)

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:497 provides the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission shall fix no less than two open shrimp seasons
each year and,

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:497 states that one of the shrimp seasons must
commence no later than May 25 and,

WHEREAS, R.S. 49:967 states that the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission may employ the provisions of R.S. 49:953(B)
when setting the shrimp season thereby allowing the most
recent technical data be considered in determining the
opening and closing dates,



NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission by Emergency Declaration does:

1. Hereby set the 1988 Spring Inshore Shrimp Season
to open in Shrimp Management Zone 1 (from South Pass
‘of the Mississippi River to the Louisiana-Mississippi
State Line) at 6:00 AM on May 16, 1988.

2. Hereby set the 1988 Spring Inshore Shrimp Season to
open in Shrimp Management Zone 2 (from South Pass of
the Mississippi River to the Western Shore of Ver-
milion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh Island) at
6:00 AM on May 16, 1988.

3. Hereby set the 1988 Spring Inshore Shrimp Season to
open in Shrimp Management Zone 3 (from the Western
Shore of Vermilion Bay and Southwest Pass at Marsh
Island to the Louisiana-Texas State Line) at 6:00 AM
on May 16, 1988.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby authorize and empower the Secretary
of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to close the
1988 Inshore Shrimp Season in any area where the season
needs to be closed to protect forthcoming white shrimp
crop as defined in R.S. 56:497.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Louisiana
Department of Wildlfe and Fisheries shall give a minimum
of 72 hours notice prior to the closing of the 1988 Spring
Shrimp Season or the opening of any special season.

Mr. Jenkins read a resolution which was in the form of a
motion for the speckled trout quota, seconded by Mr. Pol and
passed unanimously.

(The full text of the resolution
is made a part of the record)

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:325.3 established a quota for the commercial
harvest of spotted sea trout in Louisiana waters at 1
million, and

WHEREAS, on September 3, 1987 the Wildlife and Fisheries Com-
mission declared the quota year for spotted sea trout to
begin on September 1, 1987 and end on August 31, 1988 and
on an annual basis thereafter, and

WHEREAS, this Commission is authorized to close finfish seasons
using the emergency provisions of the Administrative Pro-
cedure Act, R.S. 49:967, now



THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the commercial harvest, purchase,
barter, trade and sale of spotted sea trout taken from
Loulsiana waters after the effective date of this closure
is prohibited, now

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that after the closure all spotted
sea trout taken as incidental catch must be returned to
the water with a minimum of harm or stress to the fish.
Fishermen are hereby urged to fish in such a manner so
as to minimuze the likelihood of taking spotted sea trout
as 1ncidental catch to other fishing activities.

THEREFORE, I move that the Commission authorize and direct the
Secretary to close the commercial fishery on Spotted Sea
Trout, as required by the state legislature, on the date
that the National Marine Fisheries landings data from 1985
through 1988 can project that the quota will be met. The
contemplated closing data will be calculated and available
to the Secretary no later than May 4, 1988.

Dr. Hines offered a resolution in the form of a motion,
seconded by Mr., Trist which passed unanimously to extend the
commercial closure of red drum through August 31, 1988.

(The full text of the resolution
is made a part of the record)

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:325.4 established an annual quota for the com-
mercial harvest of red drum in Louisiana waters at 1.7
million pounds, and

WHEREAS, at the September 3, 1987 Commission meeting the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission declared the quota year
for red drum to begin on September 1, 1987 and end on
August 31, 1988 and on an annual basis thereafter, and

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:325.4 mandates a closure of commercial fishery
upon the quota having been reached, and

WHEREAS, on or about January 15, 1988 the quota of red drum
was reached. Effective that date this Commission closed
the commercial harvest of red drum, and

WHEREAS, unforeseen delays in the rulémaking process now
necessitate the adoption of a further emergency closure
in order to accomplish the mandates of R.S. 56:325.4
and the intent of the Commission.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this Commission, by emergency
declaration pursuant to R.S. 49:967, hereby declares the
red drum commercial fishery closed until midnight, August
31, 1988, effective at midnight May 14, 1988.



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the commercial harvest, purchase,
barter, trade and sale of red drum taken from Louisiana

waters after the effective date of this closure is pro-
hibited.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all commercial dealers possessing
red drum taken legally prior to the date of closure shall
maintain appropriate records in accordance with LSA R.S.
56:306.4. Said closure shall remain in effect until mid-
night, August 31, 1988.

Hugh Bateman presented a Notice of Intent for the Resident
Game Hunting Seasons for 1988-89. Mr. Vinet made a motion to
proceed with the Notice of Intent, seconded by Mr. Pol which
passed unanimously.

(The full text of the Notice of
Intent is made a part of the
record)

In accordance with the provisions of the Administrative
Procedure Act (R.S. 49:950 et. seq.) the Louisiana Wildlife
and Fisheries Commission has developed proposed open seasons,
rules and regulations for hunting resident game quadrupeds and
birds during the period October 1, 1988 to April 30, 1989. This
act is exempt from the legislative oversite and action was
taken at a public hearing on April 29, 1988 at University Center,
LSU, New Orleans, Louisiana. A subsequent hearing will be held
in July of 1988 to ratify this proposal. Authority to establish
these rules is vested in the Commission by Section 115 of Title
56 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950. The Secretary of
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has the authority to
close seasons or alter any rule or regulation in emergency
situations to protect the wildlife resources of the state.

In general these proposals include dates for open hunting
seasons and bag limits for all resident game quadrupeds and birds
provided for by law. Also proposed are regulations establishing
legal methods of taking game species as well as special open
hunting seasons for the Department controlled wildlife management
areas and Federal Refuges controlled by the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service. A summary of the 1988-89 hunting seasons and bag
limits for resident game species is attached. (A more detailed
copy of the proposed rules and regulations will be available
upon request at the address listed below).

Mike Olinde presented a resolution to ratify rule change
pertaining to field trials on wildlife management areas. Dr.
Cappel made a motion to ratify this rule, seconded by Mr. Pol
and was unanimously approved.

(The full text of the resolution
is made a part of the record)



WHEREAS, the LDWF recognizes bird dog field trials as a
legitimate public use of wildlife management areas, and

WHEREAS, the LDWF has always taken the lead in the development
of sound wildlife management practices on its lands, and

WHEREAS, no negative responses were received following publi-
cation of the Notice of Intent concerning the suggested
changes to the Administrative Code entitled "Field Trials
on Wildlife Management Areas', which were published 1in
the December Louisiana Register.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission ratify the regulation changes to
Louisiana Administrative Code 76:V.103 (Field Trials on
Wildlife Managemetn Areas) and the pen-reared bobwhite
health certification procedure which were adopted at the
5 November 1987 meeting in Baton Rouge.

Bennie Fontenot presented a Notice of Intent for Toledo
Bend and Caddo Lake Reciprocal Agreement. Mr., Vinet made a
motion to proceed with the Notice of Intent, seconded by Dr.
Hines which passed unanimously.

" (The full text of the Notice of
Intent 1s made a part of the record)

Pursuant to the authority granted under Louisiana Revised
Statute, Title 56, Section 673, the Louisiana Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission hereby advertises its intent to enter
into a reciprocal agreement with the State of Texas to establish
uniform creel limits and minimum length limits for black bass
and uniform creel limits for crappie on the waters of Toledo
Bend Reservoir and Caddo Lake. The reciprocal agreement shall
establish a 12 inch minimum size and a 10 fish daily creel
limit for black bass along with a 50 fish daily creel limit
for crappie. It is also the intent of the Louisiana Depart-
ment of Wildlife and Fisheries to cooperate with the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department in a joint research project
designed to collect information on the fish population in
Toledo Bend Reservoir and Caddo Lake.

Johnnie Tarver reported on the Marsh Island Alligator Harvest
Program (AHP). He stated that in 1921 the State of Louisiana
officially accepted Marsh Island as a refuge and with that agreed
to a Deed of Donation severely restricting use. The original
deed has been amended several times over the years. 1In the 1940's,
an amendment was jointly agreed to by the LDWF and Russell Sage
Foundation to permit orderly exploration and development of mineral
resources on the Island in an environmentally sound manner. In
1973, the Deed was again amended to allow for a trust fund to be
set up at $5 million. That trust was subsequently filled and in
1987 through Act 849, Title 56:798 was again amended to set a §$10
million trust fund. In January 1988, a Memorandum of Understanding
was signed between the Foundation and the State of Louisiana to



accompany the statute. Those changes in the Memorandum of
Understanding and the Act mainly dealt with changes in
accounting procedures. The Foundation 1s very active in all
activities on the Island.

To comply with other stipulations, we were asked to make
public certain activities on the Island. There has been an on-
going research program that deals with the alligator harvest
program. The Commission members received the 1987 results of
this program and the 1988 proposal. The Russell Sage Foundation
remalns very active in programs on the Refuge. Noel Kinler
reviewed the data from 1987 and the 1988 proposal.

Chairman Palmisano then requested comments from the 200
plus attendees at the April 29, 1988 Commission meeting. No
comments were offered.

Phil Bowman presented a resolution to ratify the establish-
ment of a new seed ground in outside waters south of Atchafalaya
Bay. Mr. Vinet made a motion to approve this ratification,
seconded by Mr. Trist which was approved unanimously.

~ {The full text of the resolution
1s made a part of the record)

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission adopted
a Notice of Intent to designate an area 1n the state's
territorial waters south of the Atchafalaya, Vermilion
Bay complex, as a public oyster seed area Subsequent to
R.S. 56:434, and

WHEREAS, the Notice of Intent and Rule have completed the pro-
cedure described in the Administrative Procedure Act,

IHEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby ratify the Rule designating the
below described area as the OUTSIDE AREA ATCHAFALAYA-
VERMILION BAY OYSTER SEED GROUND

Description

Beginning at a point known as South Point on the Southeast
portion of Marsh Island (y-298,750.40) x-1, 863,189.50)
thence $74°10' 18" E S2785.6 feet to a platform (y-284,352.82)
(x-1, 913, 974.65), thence S 68° 18' 41" E 75, 154.9 feet t
Eugene Island (y-256, 578.31) x-1, 983, 808. 02), thence S

357 17 41 E 17,453.6 feet to Point Au Fer (y-242, 332,84)
(x-1,993,892.44), thence south 35° 00' W approximately 3
miles to the Louisiana State Territorial Limitation, thence
westerly along the State Territorial Limitation to a point
south of Marsh Island, thence north approximately 3 miles

to a point on Marsh Island'(y—ZSS, 200.0) (x-1, 845, 950.0)
thence easterly along the Shoreline of Marsh Island to South
Point being the point of beginning.



Don Puckett submitted a resolution for public bid opening
for shelldredging. Dr. Hines made a motion to approve this
resolution, seconded by Mr. Jenkins and was passed unanimously.

(The full text of the resolution
is made a part of the record)

WHEREAS, the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals has declared
the present shell dredging leases invalid for failure
to comply with public bid requirements, and

WHEREAS, the Commission desires to issue new leases in
accordance with the Court's ruling, at the earliest
feasible time, now ’

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this Commission hereby authorizes
and directs the Secretary to prepare proposed leases,
develop economic standards for minimum bidg terms and
advertise for public bids for shell dredging, now

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary is further authorized
and directed to take any and all actions necessary, to
utilize the staff and technical expertise of the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, and to keep the Commission
advised of the status of this process. The Secretary is
directed to submit all bids to this Commission for its
deliberation and issuance of final leases

The May meeting was set for Tuesday, May 17, 1988 at 10:00AM
in Baton Rouge with a motion from Mr. Vinet, seconded by Mr.
Pol and was unanimous.

The Oyster Survey Report was given for the period of February
29th through April 1st at Thursday's meeting. During this period
ficld activity consisted of 136 surveys were scheduled, 68 surveys
were unable to be done due to bad weather of fishermen unable to
meet survey. Lease rental collected was §$34,156.04, survey fees
collected were $1,721.75, 13 applications were filed, 16 new leases
were issued and 10 surveys were conducted by a private surveyor.

The Oyster Survey Report was also given for the period of
April 2nd through April 24th at Thursday's meeting. During this
period field activity consisted of 82 surveys were scheduled,
29 surveys were unable to be done due to bad weather of fishermen
unable to meet surveyor. Lease rental collected was $9,285.65,
survey fees collected were $951,50, no applications were filed,
12 new leases were issued and 12 surveys were conducted by a private
surveyor for a total of 32 for 1988,

Law Enforcement Report, State of the Region Reports from
Region IV, V and VI and a plan for the Enforcement Division
were presented and discussed at the Thursday's meeting.



Additional shrimp season enforcement and closure of
Plaquemines Parish oyster beds were also discussed at Thursday's
meeting.

Friday's meeting was adjourned after the date of the May
meeting was set.
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BUDGET COMMITTEE
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

April 5, 1988
TIME: 2:00 PM PLACE: LDWF Office, Quail Drive

Baton Rouge, La.

Committee Present:

James Jenkins, Chairman
Jack Cappel

Don Hines

Dale Vinet

Others Present:

Mary Mitchell, LDWF
Bettsie Baker- LDWF
Virginia Van Sickle~ LDWF

The Budget Committee is a newly formed committe of the
Commission. Mr. Jenkins stated that since this was the

initial meeting, the committee was open for ideas and
interested to learn the budget process. A discussion about

the enforcement problems and the Department's need to use
people, resources and money in areas where needed took place
and statements relative to Resources being allocated to solve
problems were made by the Committee members. Fifteen agents
positions have been requested by the Department for the coastal
zone. A suggesion was made to video the boats fishing illegally
by airplane and Mr. Jenkins remarked that he had offered his
helicopter for enforcement patrol.

Mary Mitchell explained the budget process in detail. She
stated that the first meeting for the budget is in September

and special forms are due October 1. Revenue projections are
worked on and since the budget is computerized each division
receives a diskette of their previous budget for changes. Recap
of budget is due at the Budget office December 5. It is
reviewed in January and then the Department goes before the
Joint Legislative Committee in February.

The budget was stable in 1988-89. The Legislature created

a Revenue Forecasting Committee consisting of the Commissioner

of Administration, member of Legislature, Professor from LSU

and several others. The budget for last year was 33 million
dollars. A new system has been started regarding selling

licenses in other offices besides New Orleans and Baton Rouge.

A person can pay for the license and walk out with it. This

is also being done in the Bourg and New Iberia offices. The
office in Lake Charles will also be doing this in the near future.



This task could eventually be taken away from the sheriff
offices. A suggestion was made that a penalty should be
placed on the sheriff when they do not pay what they owe us
within a timely period. The Conversation Fund will be pro-
tected after July 1 because of Amendment 2. An enforcement
citation and penalty is being suggested and "wildlife value"
may be added to the penalty. Fees for citations in different
parishes are different and a suggestion was made that there
should be a uniform fee system in all parishes.

A breakdown of the budget was given. Categories were taxes,

2.4 million; o0il and gas, 6.5 million; timber, $50,000; interest,
$77,000; commercial license, 4.1 million, sports (survey and
seismic), 14.2 million; books, $52,000; surplus property

$81,000; cookbook, $25,000; donations, $10,000; fur deposits
$18,000 and Miscellaneous, $140,000. Six million dollars is
received in federal funds. Miscellaneous includes fur pro-
tection fund, seafood marketing board, Help our Wildlife,

Marsh Island, Rockefeller, Interagency contracts, and LOOP.

In recent years, the Secretary of the Department has been making
the decision on how much each division, other than Fur and Refuge
will be budgeted, after receiving proposed budget regquests

from the different divisions.

Mr. Jenkins stated that the Commission would like to lend

some direction to the budget process in the future. Mary
Mitchell explained that the budget is predicated on revenue
projections and money can be moved from one budget unit to

the other. The Department's insurance of three million dollars
is paid by prorated premium. The meeting ended with a detailed
explanation of how the Conservation Fund is set up.

J. . JenKins, Jr.
Chairman, Budget Committee
LDWF Commission



SUMMARY OF 1988-89
HUNTING SEASON REGULATIONS

Quail: Nov. 24-Feb. 28, Daily bag limit 10, possession 20.
Rabbit: Oct. 1-Feb, 28. Daily bag limit 8, possession 16.
Squirrel: Oct. 1-Jan. 15. Daily bag limit 8, possession 16.

Deer: One per day. 6 per season

Area 1 - 48 days
9 days still hunt only: Nov. 19-27
9 days with or without dogs: Dec. 3-11
30 days with or without dogs: Dec. 17-Jan. 15

Area 2 - 48 days
23 days still hunt only: Nov. 5-27
9 days with or without dogs: Dec. 3-11
16 days with or without dogs: Dec. 17-Jan. 3

Area 3 - 48 days
23 days still hunt only: Nov. 5-27
9 days still hunt only: Dec. 3-11
16 days still hunt only: Dec. 17-Jan. 3

Area 4 - 4} davs
9 davs still hunt only: Nov, 19-27
9 davs still hunt onlv: Dec., 3-11
23 days still hunt only: Dec. 17-Jan., 8

Turkey: One per day. 3 per season

Area A - 30 days. Mar. 25-Apr. 23
Area B - 37 days., Mar. 1l-Apr. 16
Area C - 37 days. Mar., 19-Apr., 23
Area D - 30 days. Apr. 2-30
Area E - 9 days. Apr. 15-23

\3."
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LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
NEW ORLEANS
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DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
POST OFFICE BOX 15570
BATON ROUGE, LA. 70895

May 2, 1988

TQ: Paula

FROM: Donj

This is :to be attached to the’
minutes of the April 29, 1988
meeting. However, no rule-
making is required.




RESOLUTION

SHELL DREDGING

WHEREAS, The Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals has declared
the present shell dredging leases invalid for failure
to comply with public bid requirements, and

WHEREAS, the Commission desires to issue new Jleases 1in
accordance with the Court's ruling, at the earliest
feasible time.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this Commission- hereby
authorizes and ‘directs the Secretary to prepare.
proposed leases, develop economic standards for minimum
bid terms and advertise for public bids for §shell
dredging.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Secretary is further authorized
and directed to take any and all actions necessary, to
utilize the staff and technical expertise of the
Department of Natural Resources, and to keep the
Commission advised of the status of this process. The
Secretary 1is directed to submit all bids to this
Commission for its deliberation and issuance of final
leases.



NOTICE OF INTENT

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act
(R.S. 49:950 et. seq.) the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has
developed proposed open seasons, rules and regulations for hunting resident
game quadrupeds and birds during the period October 1, 1988 to April 30,
1989. This act is exempt from the legislative oversite and action was taken at
a public hearing on April 29, 1988 at University Center, L.S.U.. New Orleans,
New Orleans, Louisiana. A subsequent hearing will be held in July of 1988
to ratify this proposal. Authority to establish these rules is vested in
the Commission by Section 115 of Title 56 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes
of 1950. The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has the
authority to close seasons or alter any rule or regulation in emergency
situations to protect the wildlife resources of the state.

In general these proposals include dates for open hunting seasons and
bag limits for all resident game quadrupeds and birds provided for by law.
Also proposed are regulations establishing legal methods of taking game
species as well as' special open hunting seasons for the Department controlled
wildlife management areas and Federal Refuges controlled by the U. S. Fish
and Wildlife Service. A summary of the 1988-89 hunting seasons and bag
limits for resident game species is attached. (A more detailed copy of the
proposed rules and regulations will be available upon request at the address
listed below.)

Interested parties may submit their views in writing to Hugh A. Bateman,
Administrator, Game Division, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries,
P.0. Box 15570, Baton Rcuge, Louisiana 70895,



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Com mission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B), the
Administrative Procedure Act, and under the authority of R.S. 56:22 and R.S.
56:317, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Com mission hereby déclares that if
the present rate of harvest of red drum (Sciaenops ocellatus) be allowed to
continue in Louisiana waters, the Standing Stock Biomass per Recruit will be
adversely affected.

Since 1976, Department biologists have offered recom mendations to the
Louisiana legislature designed to reduce harvest of this fish from inshore
waters. Biological data collected since then in Louisiana and other Gulf states
have substantiated those recom mendations. Texas prohibited com mercial
harvest in 1981 and initiated a reduced creel limit and 2 minimum size on red
drum in their waters. Alabama prohibited com mercial harvest in approximately
1986, and initiated minimum sizes on red drum while reducing the creel limit.
Mississippi decreased creel limits, initiated minimum sizes and adopted a
commercial harvest gquota of 200,000 pounds per quota year. Florida did
likewise, and prohibited retention entirely on January 1, 1988.

These actions by our neighboring states has caused an increase in
commercial and recreational fishing effort and a subsequent increase in
harvest from Louisiana and offshore waters, further necessitating a reduction in
harvest from Louisiana waters,

Economical situations existing in Louisiana since 1985 has added to the
problem because of unemployed people seeking jobs in the com mercial fishing
sector. Recreational harvest has increased, because of more free time being
available to this group. Although measures adopted by the 1987 legislature will
benefit the resource, no reduction in the creel limit was applied. Measures now
in place will increase the rate of escapement, but only to 10-15%, based on
estimates derived from available data. Recent meetings of the Gulf of Mexico
Fishery Management Councils' Stock Assessment Group were held in Miami,
Florida and included scientists from state and Federal agencies, Universities and
other groups. After reviewing all available information, it was the unanimous
recom mendation of this Group to the Council to prohibit all retention of red
drum in the EEZ (Exclusive Economic Zone) until escapement rate of juvenile
red drum from state waters reached the 30% level. This rate of escapement is
necessary to maintain a viable reproductive biomass, and to maintain
equilibrium in the fishery. A recommendation was also made by the Stock
Assessment Group to the Ccouncil that all Gulf states follow this procedure, by
whatever method they chose to adopt.

Because scientific evidence exists and statements have been made
documenting the need to increase escapement of juvenile red drum from inshore
areas, it is considered necessary to implement an emergency rule to prohibit
harvest or possession of red drum in Louisiana waters by recreational fishermen
from midnight, February 14, 1988 until midnight, June 1, 1988,



The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Com mission wishes to protect,
enhance and manage this important species and thus establishes this prohibition
for all state waters for a period of 107 days to begin at midnight, February 14,

1988.
) u]%,g;:\__-_\:'—("“rd-"‘\

J. Burton Angelle
‘Secretary



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY ADOPTED BY THE LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
COMMISSION AT THE REGULAR MEETING HELD IN NEW ORLEANS, LOUIS:IANA, FRIDAY
APRIL 29, 1988.

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

COMMERCIAL HARVEST OF SPOTTED SEA TROUT
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

WHEREAS, R.S. 56:325.3 established a quota for the commercial harvest
of spotted sea trout in Louisiana waters at 1 million, and

WHEREAS, on September 3, 1987 the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
declared the quota year for spotted sea trout to begin on
September 1, 1987 and end on August 31, 1988 and on an
annual basis thereafter, and

WHEREAS, this Commission iscsauthorized to close finfish seasons using
the emergency provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act,
R.S. 49:967, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the commercial harvest, purchase, barter,
trade and sale of spdtted sea trout taken from Louisiana waters
after the effective date of this closure is prohibited, now

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that after the closure all spotted sea trout taken
as incidental catch must be returned to the water with a minimum
of harm or stress to the fish. Fishermen are hereby urged to
fish in such a manner so as to minimize the likelihood of taking
spotted sea trout as incidental catch to other fishing activities.

THEREFORE, I move that the Commission authorize and direct the Secretary
to close the commercial fishery on Spotted Sea Trout, as required
by the state legislature, on the date that the National Marine
Fisheries landings data, from 1985 through 1988 can project that
the quota will be met. The contemplated closing date will be
calculated and available to the Secretary no later than May 4,
1988.



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COM MISSION

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(b), the
Administrative Procedures Act, R.S. 49:967 which allows the Wildlife and Fisheries
Com mission to use emergency procedures to set finfish seasons and R.S8. 56:325,3,
the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries pursuant to a resolution
passed by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Com mission on April 29, 1988 in New
Orleans, Louisiana does:

1. Hereby declare the spotted seatrout commercial fishery closed until
midnight, August 31, 1988, effective at midnight May 6, 1988,

2. Prohibit the com mercial harvest, purchase, barter, trade and sale of
spotted seatrout taken from Louisiana waters after the effective date
of this closure.

3. Hereby declare that all com mercial dealers possessing spotted seatrout
taken legally prior to the date of closure shall maintain appropriate
records in accordance with LSA R.S., 56:306.4, with said closure
remaining in effect until midnight, August 31, 1988,

Virgfnia Van Sickle, Secretary
LA Department of Wildlife and Fisheries



Johnnie Tarver reported on the Marsh Island Alligator Harvest
Program (AHP). He stated that in 1921 the State of Louisiana
officially accepted Marsh Island as a refuge and with that agreed
to a Deed of Donation severely restricting use. The original deed
has been amended several times over the years. 1In the 1940's, an
amendment was jointly agreed to by the LDWF and Russell Sage Foundation
to permit orderly exploration and development of mineral resources
on the Island in an environmentally sound manner. In 1973, the
Deed was again amended to allow for a trust fund to be set up at
$5 million. That trust Qas subsequently filled and in 1987 through
Act 849, Title 56:798 was again amended to set a $10 million trust
fund. 1In January 1988, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed

“between the Foundation and the State of Louisiana to accompany
the statute. Those changes in the Memorandum of Understanding and the
Act mainly dealt with changes in accounting procedures. The Foundation

is very active in all activities on the Island.

To comply with other stipulations, we were asked to make public
certain activities on the Island. There has been an on-going research
program that deals with the alligator harvest program. The Commission
members received the 1987 results of this program and the 1988
proposal. The Russell Sage Foundation remains very active in programs
on the Refuge. Noel Kinler reviewed the data from 1987 and the 1988

proposal.

Chairman Palmisano then requested comments from the 200 plus
attendees at the April 29, 1988 Commission meeting. No comments

were offered.



RESOLUTION RATIFICATION OF RULE CREATING OUTSIDE ARFA ATCHAFALAYA-VERMILLION BAY
OYSTER SEED GROUND

ADOPTED BY THE WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION ON APRIL 29, l§88, NEW ORLEANS, LA,

WHEREAS, the ILouisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Oonmiséion‘ adopted a Notice of
Intent to designate an area in the state's territorial waters south of the
Atchafalaya, Vermillion Bay conpleég, as a public oyster seed area subsequent
to R.S. 56:434, ANd '

WHEREAS, the Notice of Intent and Rule have completed the procedure described
in the Administrative Procedures Act, \

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
does hereby ratify the Rule designating the below describe;:l area as the
OUTSIDE AREA ATCHAFALAYA-VERMILION BAY OYSTER GROUND

Description .

Beginning at a point known as South Point on the Southeast portion of
Marsh Island (y-298,750.40) (x-1, 863, 189.50), thence S 74° 10' 18" E
52785.6 feet to a platform (y-284,352.82) (x~1, 913, 973.65), thence S

680 18' 41" E 75, 154.9 feet t Fugene Island (y-256, 578.31) (x-1, 983,
808.02), thence S 350 17' 41" E 17,453.6 feet to Point Au Fer (y-242,
332.84) (x-1,993,892.44), thence south 35° 00' W approximately 3 miles to
the Louisiana State Territorial Limitation, thence westerly along the State
Territorial Limitation to a point south of Marsh Island, thence north
approximately 3 miles to a point on Marsh Island (y-295, 200.0)

(x~1, 845,950.0), thence easterly along the Shoreline of Marsh Island

to South Point being the point of beginning.

(afdhs) g

alminsano, Jr. Virginia Van Sickle
Chairman Secretary



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COM MISSION

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(b), the
Administrative Procedures Act, R.S. 49:967 which allows the Wildlife and Fisheries
Com mission to use emergency procedures to set finfish seasons and R.S. 56:325.3,
the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries pursuant to a resolution
passed by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Com mission on April 29, 1988 in New
Orleans, Louisiana does:

1. Hereby declare the spotted seatrout com mercial fishery closed until
midnight, August 31, 1988, effective at midnight May 6, 1988.

2. Prohibit the com mercial harvest, purchase, barter, trade and sale of
spotted seatrout taken from Louisiana waters after the effective date
of this closure.

3. Hereby declare that all com mercial dealers possessing spotted seatrout
taken legally prior to the date of closure shall maintain appropriate
records in accordance with LSA R.S. 56:306.4, with said closure
remaining in effect until midnight, August 31, 1988.

Virginia Van Sickle, Secretary
LA Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
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RESOLUTION

COMMERICAL HARVEST OF RED DRUM
DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

WHEREAS R.S.56:325.4 established an annual quota for the commerical harvest
of red drum in Louisiana waters at 1.7 million pounds, and

WHEREAS at the September 3, 1987 Commission meeting the Louisiana Wildlife
and Fisheries Commission declared the quota year for red drum to
begin on September 1, 1987 and end on August 31, 1988 and on an
annual basis thereafter, and

WHEREAS R.S.56:325.4 mandates a closure of commerical fishery upon the
quota having been reached, and

WHEREAS on or about January 15, 1988 the quota of red drum was reached.
Effective that date this Commission closed the commercial harvest of
red drum, and

WHEREAS Unforeseen delays in the rulemaking process now necessitate the
adoption of a further emergency closure in order to accomplish
the mandates of R.S5.56:325.4 and the intent of the Commission.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this Commission, by emergency declaration
pursuant to R.S.49:967, hereby declares the red drum commerical
fishery closed until midnight, August 31, 1988, effective at midnight
May 14, 1988.

BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the commerical harvest, purchase, barter,
trade and sale of red drum taken from Louisiana waters after the
effective date of this closure is prohibited.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all commerical dealers possessing red drum
taken legally prior to the date of closure shall maintain appropriate
records in accordance with LSA R.S.56:306.4. Said closure shall
remain in effect until midnight, August 31, 1988.

O bt

Jbe Palmisano, Jr., Chairman
douisiana Wildlife 8 Fisheries Commission

Ui Ve S

Virgifita Van Sickle
Secretary

ADOPTED BY THE WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION APRIL 28, 1988,
IN NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA.



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(b), the
Administrative Procedures Act, R.S. 149:967 which allows the Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission to use emergency procedures to set shrimp seasons and R.S. 56:325.4,
the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does:

1. Hereby declare the red drum commercial fishery closed until' midnight,
August 31, 1988, effective at midnight May 14, 1988.

2. Prohibit the commercial harvest, purchase, barter, trade and sale of red
drum taken from Louisiana waters after the effective date of this closure.

3. Hereby declare that all commercial dealers possessing red drum taken
legally prior to the date of closure shall maintain appropriate records in
accordance with LSA R.S. 56:306.4, with said closure remaining in effect
until midnight, August 31, 1988.

Joe Palmisano, Jr., Chairman
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Commission

Virginia Van Sickle, Secretary
LA Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
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Resolution

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
University of New Orleans Campus
April 29, 1988

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana Wildlife
and Fisheries Commission in consultation with the Louisiana Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries to establish annual hunting season dates, bag
limits and methods of hunting for resident game, and

WHEREAS, this action provides for the protection and conservation of these
important natural resources and allows for recreational opportunities
including sport hunting, and

WHEREAS, the Commission and Departmént have jointly reviewed and considered
all available biological information including requests from interested
citizens of the state, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached Notice of Intent in the form of »u a2
rules, regulations, season dates and bag limits affecting resident game
in Louisiana for 1988-89 is approved unanimously by the Louisiana Wildlife
and Fisheries Commission.

Joe Palmisano, Chairman

Virginia Van Sickle, Secretary
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RESOLUTION

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

WHEREAS, the LDWF recognizes bird dog field trials as a legitimate public
use of WMAs; and,

WHEREAS, the LDWF has always taken the lead in the development of sound
wildlife management practices on its lands; and,

WHEREAS, no negative responses were received following publication of the
Notice of Intent concerning the suggested changes to the Administrative
Code entitled "Field Trials on Wildlife Management Areas", which were
published in the December Louisiana Register.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission ratify the regulation changes to Louisiana Administrative
Code 76:V.103 (Field Trials on Wildlife Management Areas) and the
pen-reared bobwhite health certification procedure which were adopted
at the 5 November 1987 meeting in Baton Rouge.



RULE

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission ratified changes to the
Louisiana Administrative Code 76:V.103 which governs Field Trials on
Wildlife Management Areas and a pen-reared bobwhite health certification
procedure at its 29 April 1988 meeting in New Orleans. The original codes
were promulgated in accordance with R. S. 56:141 in December 1976, LR2:459.
The new codes omit unnecessary regulation, liberalize the season framework,
and state more clearly procedural responsibilities required by the LDWF of
bird dog clubs utilizing a WMA for a field trial. The entire set of amended
codes and the pen-reared bobwhite health certification procedures are
attached.



103. Field Trials on Wildlife Management Areas

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby authorize
field trials by recognized bird dog associations to be held on selected
wildlife management areas but only under the following conditions:

A. The season framework for conducting field trials involving the use
of bird dogs is fram October 1 through March 30 of each year. Specific
season dates, however, will be set annually, management area by management
area.

B. No trial will be allowed during managed deer hunts or opening
weekends of other deer gun seasons.

C. No shooting of wild bobwhites will be allowed during the closed
guail season.

D. Pen-reared bobwhites can not be used for field trial purposes
without first obtaining health certification as prescribed by the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission. Failure of bobwhites to pass the
certification will result in the postponement (cancellation) of the field
trial.

E. Applications must be submitted well in advance (a period
established by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission) by field
trial associations specifying the date and precise location for the proposed
field trial.

F. Only two (2) trials per field trial organization will be allowed
each season.

G. Applications will be approved only after the field trial
association has met these conditions.

H. All bobwhites released for field trial purposes must be banded
with a numbered band furnished by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries. A list of the band numbers of birds released and birds recovered
as well as any unused bands must be returned to the Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries within 2 weeks after a field trial is held.

I. All pen-reared bobwhites can be inspected by Louisiana Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries personnel for evidence of diseases before they
are released on the wildlife management areas for field trial purposes.
Evidence of diseased birds can result in the cancellation of the field
trial.

J. Applications received for the Fort Polk Wildlife Management Area
must be approved by the U.S. Ammy.



Pen-reared Bobwhite Health Certifilcation Procedures

The Louislana Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory (LVMDL) will
perform health evaluations on the sample of live pen-reared bobwhites. A 5
percent sample, not to be less than 5 birds, must be delivered (shipped or
otherwise) 1live with the completed Batch Case History Form to the LVMDL on
Monday mornings by 9 o'clock at least 5 but not more than 10 working days
prior to the fleld trial. Testing requires 5 working days.

Ttems tested for include but are not limited to:

Avian Pox

Caplllaria

Coccldia

Cryptosporidia
Ectoparasites

Hetarakis spp.
Histomonliasis

Mycoplasma gallisepticum
Pullorum

Typhold

Any positive tests (except non-pathenogenic ectoparasites) will result
In the rejection of the use of that batch of birds. No trial utilizing
pen-reared bobwhites can be conducted without health certification. Failure
of samples to pass certification will result in the postponement
(cancellation) of a trial.

The fee for the diagnostic tests is $27.00 per 5 birds ($5.40@) and
is payable to the LVMDL in advance.

Louisiana Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory
P. 0. Box 16570-A

Baton Rouge, LA 70893

504/346-3193

Location:

Louislana Veterlnary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory
School of Veterinary Medicine

ILSU Campus

Baton Rouge

Corner of South Stadium Road and River Road



NOTICE OF INTENT
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

Pursuant to the authority granted under Louisiana Revised Statute, Title
56, Section 673, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisherles Commission hereby advertise
its intent to enter into a reciprocal agreement with the State of Texas to
establish uniform creel limits and minimum length 1limits for black bass and
uniform creel limits for crapple on the waters of Toledo Bend Reservior and
Caddo Lake. The reciprocal agreement shall establish a 12 inch minimum size and
a 10 fish dally creel limit for black bass along with a 50 fish daily creel
limit for crappie. It is alsc the intent of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries to cooperate with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department in a

joint research project designed to collect information on the fish population in
Toledo Bend Reservoir and Caddo Lake.

Interested persons may submit written comments on the proposed rule to the
following address: Bennie J. Fontenot, Jr., Chief, Inland Fisheries Division;

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries; P. O. Box 15570; Baton Rouge, LA
70895,



RECIPROCAL AGREEMERT

WHEREAS, the State of Louisiana, through the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission, 1s authorized to enter into a reciprocal agreement with the
State of Texas to establish sport fishing creel limits for Toledo Bend
‘Reservolr and Caddo Lake under the authority of Louisiana Revised
Statute Title 56:673, and,

WHEREAS, the State of Texas, through the Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission
i1s authorized to establish sport fishing creel limits for Toledo Bend
Reservior and Caddo Lake, and,

WHEREAS, the States of Louisiana and Texas intend to enter into such an agree-
ment so that uniform regulations are established for Toledo Bend Reservoir,
and Caddo Lake,

:

NOW, THEREFORE, each state acting herein by and through duly authorized
officials mutually agree that on both Toledo Bend Reservolr and Caddo Lake:

1) Effective September 1, 1988, the creel 1imit for black bass
(to include both the largemouth bass and spotted bass) shall
be 10 per day, with a minimum size of 12 inches total length
and the creel limit for crapple shall be 50 per day.

2) Either state may withdraw from this agreement upon ninety (90)
days written notice by either party.

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

BY:

Secretary

TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE DEPARTMERT

BY:

Executive Director



TITLE 56

$673. Reciprocal agreement; common boundaries; taking or pro-
tection of fish or other aguatic life

The commission may enter into reciprocal agreements with the
states of Arkansas, Mississippi, and Texas pertaining to seasons, cree!
limits, and all other rules and regulations pertaining to the taking or
protection of any species of fish or other aquatic life in any bodies of
water which form the common boundary between Louisiana and the
reciprocating state. Any reciprocal agreement shall become effec-
tive when ratified in writing both by the commussion and the author-
ities of the reciprocating state and shall remain in effect until ninety
days after it has been rescinded in writing by either the commission
or the authorities of the reciprocating state.

Added by Acts 1968, No. 239, §1. Amended by Acts 1984, No. 843,
§1.
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FISCAL AND ECOROMIC IMPACT STATEMERT APR 6 1988
FOR ADMINISTRATIVE @ .l
Person
Preparing ' :
Statement: John E. Roussel Dept: Wildlife and Figheries
Phone: {504) 765-2337 Office: Wildlife
Return Rule
Address: LA Dept. of Wildlife ' Title: Toledo Bend and Caddo
and Fisheries
P. 0. Box 15570 Lake Reciprocal Agreement
Date Rule
Baton Rouge, LA 70895 Takes Effect: September 1, 1988
SUMMARY

(Use complete sentences)

In accordance with Section 953 of Title 49 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes,
there is8 hereby submitted a fiscal and economic impact statement on the rule
proposed for adoption, repeal or admendment. The following summary statements,
based on the attached worksheets, will be published {n the Louisians Register
with the proposed agency rule.

1. ESTIMATED IMPLEMENTATION COSTS (SAVINGS) TO STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL
UNITS (Summary)

The proposed rule will have no implementation costs. Enforcement of the
proposed rule will be carried out using the existing staff.

1I. ESTIMATED EFFECT ON REVENUE COLLECTIONS OF STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL
ONITS (Summary)

The proposed rule will have no impact on revenue collections of state or
local governmental units.

III. ESTIMATED COSTS AND/OR ECOROMIC BENEFITS TO DIRECTLY AFFECTED PERSONS
OR NON-GOVERRMENTAL GROUPS (Summary)

The proposed rule will have no costs and/or economic benefits to directly
affected persons or non-governmental groups.

IV. ESTIMATED EFFECT ON COMPETITION AND EMPLOYMENT (Summary)

The proposed rule will have no impact on competition and employment in the
public and private sectors. /,

3#—«:7/; gl T —Hrc "4&/7&‘4 ’Lf;/
Legiﬁlative Fiscal Officer or Desigfee

Inland Fisheries Division Adminisfrator 1’ df; /,?'&,(9

Typed Name and Title of Agency Date’ ~F Signature
or Designee v




FISCAL ARD ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMERT
FOR ADMIRISTRATIVE RULES

The following information is required in order to assist the Legislative Fiscal
Office in its review of the fiscal und economic impact statement and to assist
the appropriate legislative oversight subcommittee in fts deliberations on the
proposed rule.

A. Provide a brief summary of the content of the rule (if proposed for
adoption, or repeal) or a brief summary of the change In the rule (if
proposed for asendmsent). Attach a copy of the notice of intent and copy of
the rule proposed for initial adoption or repeal (or, in the case of a rule
change, copies of both the curremt and proposed rmles with amended portions
indicated).

The proposed rule establishes uniform creel 1limits and minimum length limits
for black bass and uniform creel limiis for crappie on the waters of Toledo
Bend Reservoir and Caddo Lake.

B. Summarize the circumstances which require this action. If the action
is required by federal regulations, attach a copy of the applicable regula-
tion.

Toledo Bend Reservoir and Caddo Lake are jointiy managed by both Louisiana
and Texas., Currently, the black bass and crappie regulations are not
uniform on both the Louisfana and Texas side of these lakes. The lack of
consistent regulations hinders enforcement and creates a hardship on the
fishermen who use the lake.

C. Compliance with Act 11 of the 1986 First Extraordinary Session

(1) W1ill the proposed rule change result fn smy increase in the
expenditure of funds? If so, specify amount and source of funding.

The proposed rule will not result in an increase in the expenditure of
funds.

(2) If the answer to (1) above is yes, has the Legislature specifically
appropriated the funds necessary for the associated expenditure
increase?

(a) Yes. If yes, attach documentation.
(b) No. If no, provide justification as to why this
rule change should be published at this time.



FISCAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMERT

WORKSHEET

I. A. COSTS OR SAVINGS TO STATE AGENCIES RESULTING FROM THE ACTIOR PROPOSED

1. VWhat ie the anticipated increase (decrease) in cost to implement the
proposed action?

=

COSTS ¥Y 88-89 FY 89-90 FY 90-91

PERSORAL SERVICES

OPERATING EXPERSES

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

OTHER CHARGES

BQUIPMERT =« - o - ooeeoorm=immmoos s ooomm s

MAJOR REPATR & CONSTR.

POSITIONS(#)

2. Provide a narrative explanation of the costs or savings shown in "I.A."7,
including the increase or reduction in workload or additional paperwork
(oumber of new forms, additional documentation, etc.) anticipated as a
result of the implementation of the proposed aaction. Describe all
data, assumptions, and methods nsed in calculating tbese costs.

No costs or savings are anticipated to implement the proposed action.
Enforcement of the proposed rule will be carried out using the existing
staff.

3. Sources of funding for implementing the proposed rule or rule change.

SOURCE FY 88-89 FY 89-90 FY 90-91

STATE GENERAL FUND
AGENCY SELF-

GENERATED {Specify)
DEDICATED (Specify)
FEDERAL FUNDS (Specify)
OTHER (Specify)

TOTAL -0- -0- =0~

4., Does your agency currently have sufficient funds to implement the
proposed action? If mot, how and when do you anticipate obtaining such
fonds?

No funds will be required.

B. COST OR SAVINGS TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNITS RESULTINRG FROM THE ACTION
PROPOSED '

1. Provide an estimate of the anticipated impact of the proposed action on
local governmental uvmits, including adjustments in workload and paper-
work requirements. Describe all data, assumptions and methods used in
calculating this {mpact.

The proposed rule will have no impact on local governmental units.

2. Indicate tbe sources of funding of the local governmental mmit which
wil)l be affected by these costs or savings.

There will be no impact on the sources of funding of loal pavernmental
units.



FISCAL AND ECOROMIC IMPACY STATEMERT

WORKSHEET

I1. EFFECT OR REVERUE COLLECTIONS OF STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNITS

A. VWhat increase (decrease) in revenues can be anticipated from the
proposed action?

REVENUE INCREASE/DECREASE ‘FY 88-89 "FY 89-90 FY 90-91

STATE GENERAL FUND
AGENCY SELF-GENERATED (Specify)
RESTRICTED FURDS (Specify)
FEDERAL VUNDS (Specify)

LOCAL FUNDS

TOTAL -0- ~0- -0~

B. Provide a narrative explanation of each increase or decrease in
revennes shown in "II.A." Describe all data, assuamptions, and methods
used in calculating these increases or decreases.

There will be no increase or decrease {n revenues as a result of the
proposed action.



FISCAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT

WORKSHEET

ITII. COSTS ARD/OR ECOROMIC BENEFITS TO DIRECTLY AFFECTED PERSONS OR NONGOVERN-

MENTAL GROUPS

A.

What persons or non-governmental groups would be directly affected by
the proposed action? For each, provide an estimate and a narrative
description of any effects on costs, including workload adjustments and
additional papervork (number of new forms, additional documentation,
etc.), they may have to incur as a result of the proposed action.

Non-governmental groups will not be affected by the proposed action.

Also provide an estimate of any revenue impact resulting from this
rule or rule change to these groups.

The proposed rule will have no revenue impact on these groups.

Iv. EFFECTS ON COMPETITON AND EMPLOYMENT

ldentify and provide estimates of the impact of the proposed action on
competition and employment in the public and private sectors. Include
a susmary of any data, assumptions and methods used in making these
estimates.

The proposed rule will have no impact on competition and employment in
the public and private sectors.
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DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

J. BURTON ANGELLE, SR. DISTRICT Wil EOWIN W, EDWARDS
SECRETARY GOVERNOR

400 ROYAL ST.
NEW ORLEANS, LA 70130

April 4, 1988

COASTAL & MARINE RESOURCES
SURVEY SECTION
03 - 04
. ACTIVITY REPORT

From February 29th thru . April 'Ist

During this period field activity consisted of:

136 Surveys that were scheduled.
68 Surveys that were unable to be done due to bad weather

or fishermen unable to meet surveyor.
Surveys that were completed consisted of:

26 Leases that were tied into the momument control system.
10 Applications for new area.

l5-year limitations.
0 Restake applications.

Total field activity:
1985 1986 1987

316 318 406 - Surveys scheduled.
165 160 172 = Surveys performed.
146 158 229 = Surveys unable to be done due to bad weather

or fishermen unable to meet surveyor.

0 0 0 -~ Survey where fishermen refused to survey.
S0 0 0 - Disputes settled.

4 0 5 = No shows.

1 0 ] -~ Applications cancelled by request.

Office activity during this period:

34,156.04 - Lease rental collected._
1,721.75 - Survey fees collected.

13 - Applications filed.

16 -~ - New leases issued. MFRBE%DNTd AO%EIRISM
10 - Surveys - Private Surveyor REGISTERED

20 - Surveys - Private Surveyor, 1988 ¢ PROFESSIONAL
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SUMMARY

The Delinquent Oyster Lease Auction was held at 400 Royal Street,
New Orleans, Louisiana at 0900 A. M. 29 March 1988. Sixty-Five
leases were auctioned. Of these Leases, 53 Leases contai::;.jing 1911
acres were sold for $12027.00 dollars for an average of $6.29 -an

acre. Twelve Leases were cancelled and will become available for

future leasing.
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DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
J. BURTON ANGELLE, SR. DISTRICT VHH

SECRETARY
400 ROYAL ST.
NEW ORLEANS, LA 70130

April 25, 1988

COASTAL & MARINE RESOURCES

SURVEY SECTION -
03 - 04

. ACTIVITY REPORT

From  April 2nd thru - April 24th

EDWIN W, EDWARDS
QOVERNOR

During this period field activity consisted of:
82 Surveys that were scheduled.

29 Surveys that were unable to be done due to bad weather

or fishermen unable to meet surveyor.
Surveys that were completed consisted of:

32 Leases that were tied into the momument control system.

9 Applications for new area.
10 15-year limitations.
0 Restake applications.

Total field activity:
198% 1987 1988

480 442 488 = Surveys scheduled.
314 236 223 = Surveys performed.
160 206 258 = Surveys unable to be done due to bad weather

Disputes settled.
- No shows.

IS] = (] (]
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Office activity during this period:

9285.65 Lease rental collected.
951.50 - Survey fees collected. ’

0 - Applications filed.

12 - - New leases issued.

12 - Surveys - Private Surveyor .
32 - Surveys - Private Surveyor, 1988

An Equal Opportunity Employer i
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or fishermen unable to meet surveyor.
- Survey where fishermen refused to survey.

- Applications cancelled by request.
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CONFIRMATION NUMBER

PUCKETT, DON 16565
MCINNIS, KELL 16563
~BAKER—BETFFSTE 16564
PERRET, CORKY 15426
VINET, DALE 13590
FONTENOT, BENNY 113595
BOWMAN, PHIL 13594
SHELDON, BOB 113598
—POEHARREN 13603
JENKINS, JAMES 13602
HERRING, JOE 13593
VANSICKLE, VIRGINIA 13592
BATEMAN, BUTCH 13596
TARVER, JOHNNY 13597
PALMISANO, JOE 13605
CAPPEL, JACK 13600
HINES, DONALD 13601
TRIST, NICK CANCELLED (# 102902)



DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

Virginia Van Sickle POST OFFICE BOX 5570 Buddy Roemer .
SECRETARY BATON ROUGE, LA 70895 GOVERNOR

1504) 925-3617

April ¢< 19@%%5
=

MEMORANDUM

TO: Assistant Secretary and Division Chiefs
[
FROM: Paula Callaisi ™

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - April 28229< 19@%7
New Orleans

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to
me any agenda items your division may have for the meeting
in New Orleans to be held at the University Center, LSUNO,
New Orleans.

Thank you!

pPC

cc: Kell McInnis
Bettsie Baker

Sk a
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An Equal Opportunity Employer,



DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
POST OFFICE BOX 15570 Buddy Roemer .

BEGRETARY BATON ROUGE, LA 70895 GOVERNOR
504) 925-3617

Virginia Van Sickle

April 4, 1988

MEMORANDUM

TO: Assistant Secretary and Division Chiefs
ﬁl
FROM: Paula Callaisi ™

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - April 28-29, 1988
New Orleans

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to
me any agenda items your division may have for the meeting
in New Orleans to be held at the University Center, LSUNO,
New Orleans.

Thank you!

pcC

cc: Kell McInnis
Bettsie Baker

An Equal Opportunity Employer



3-4-685

Jenkins motion- Lafayette, La.

For the enforcement division to draw up two plans:

1 - To design proper enforcement, within present
resources, utilizing necessary equipment and
personnel across the state with regard to area
of need as the primary criteria.

2- BSame as above with all necessary resources
available if the commission elects to reallocate
department funds.
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1988 Marsh Island Experimental Alligator

Harvest Proposal

INTRODUCTION

During the Summer of 1987 an experimental harvest of
alligators was conducted on Marsh Island Wildlife Refuge. A
total of 2,930 alligators wvere harvested in 1986 followed by
a harvest of 1,262 in 1987. Although data analysis is
ongoing, Kinler et al. (1988) reported on the results of this
1987 harvest. An active alligator research program is
currently being conducted on Marsh Island. Research projects
include night counts and aerial nest counts to estimate
populations, tagging for growth rate data, and an alligator
ageing study. This proposal details the objectives and

procedures for the upcoming 1988 experimental harvest.

OBJECTIVES
1) To collect reproductive data to determine
the proportion of adult-sized females
{2 6 feet) nesting annually. Also
to determine reproductive rates as related
to marsh management units on Marsh Island
(weired marsh, natural marsh and impoundment).
2) To evaluate an alternate time of annual harvest

with the intent of changing the sex ratio in the



harvest as compared to fall harvest. Algo to
evaluate size-class ratios in summer harvested

alligatorsa.

3) To evaluate the accuracy of a calculated optimum

harvest rate.
4) To collect femurs from selected alligators to

evaluate age structure of the population.

PROCEDURES

Harvest Quotas

Data collected from the 1987 experimental harvest was
used to calculate a harvest quota for the 1988 harvest (Fig.
1). Due to the skewed size class frequency distribution in
the 1986 harvest (Kinler et al. 1987) and to the different,
but more representative production rate calculated from the
1986 and 1987 data (Taylor et al. submitted for publication
in 1988) the harvest quota for 1988 has been reduced from

1987. The base quota for 1988, to be taken by the fishing
method, is 1,026 alligators.

Selection of Hunters

A total of 18 hunters and 5 alternates will be selected
for the experimental harvest. Each hunter will harvest
approximately 57 alligators. Preference will be given to the

individuals with previous trapping and/or alligator hunting



experience on Marsh Island. Other hunters will be selected
by screening applications (Fig. 2), using the criteria listed
below, and then drawving names.

1) Previous trapping and/or alligator hunting
experience on Marsh Island Refuge.

2) Previous alligator hunting experience in Louisiana.

3) Ownership of essential equipment for alligator
hunting on Hafeh Island. Due to the location and
topography of Marsh Island Refuge each hunter will
need two boats.

a) Minimum 18° hull to cross the open vater of
Vermilion Bay on a daily basis.

b) A smaller boat (small flat, mudboat, etc.) to
hunt the interior bayous and ponds.

4) FEach applicant will be required to report to the
refuge each morning until his quota is filled
(no exceptions allowed).

5) Ability to follov specific instructions issued by
Department personnel.

6) Ability to maintain required records.

7) All aﬁplicanta will be checked for past wildlife
violations. Any applicant possessing a wildlife
violation in the past S years will be rejected.

All hunters will be required to sign and abide by an

alligator hunting contract (Fig. 3).



Unit Assignments

Hunters will be assigned to specific units on Marsh
Island (Fig 4). Assignment of hunting unite will be done by
a dravwing. Hunting units will be distributed throughout the
refuge so that hunting success, reproductive ratees and

slize-class data can be evaluated by habitat types.

Harvest Date

The 1988 experimental harvest will begin on July 11.
The hunt will continue on a daily basis until the quota is
completed or until specified by Department officials.
Assessment of economic feasibility for the Department, the

purchaser, and the hunter will also be considered.

Harvest Methods
The base quota of 1,026 alligators will be harvegted by
the baited hook and line (fishing) method. The daily harvest

quota for each hunter will be regulated as needed.

Sale of Alligators

The method by which these alligator will be sold (i.e.
vhether they are sold as whole alligators or as hides) is
currently being determined. The cost of both boat and truck
transportation and the impact of this cost on projected bids

is being assessed.



Data Collection

All alligators will be brought to the refuge
headquarters and loaded onto +the transport boat. The
followving data will be collected:

1) Alligator hide tag numbers

2) Length (feet and inches)

3) Sex

4) Location wvhere the alligator is captured

35) Obvious mutilations (i.e., cuts, bobtails, missing

legs) will be recorded.

Fur & Refuge Division personnel will analyze
reproductive tracts for reproductive condition and collect
selected femurs immediately after the alligators are skinned.
After completion of the 1988 harvest, data will be entered

into a computer for analysis.

LITERATURE CITED

XKINLER, N., D. TAYLOR, AND G. LINSCOMBE. 1988.
Experimental alligator harvest program on Marsh
Island Refuge. Mimeograph Report. 26 pp.

TAYLOR, D., N. KINLER, G. LINSCOMBE. 1988.

Management implications of a female alligator
reproductive study. (Submitted for publication in
1988).



Figure 1. Data and calculations necessary to establish
the harvest quota for the 1988 Marsh Iasland Experimental

Alligator Harvest Program.



CALCULATIONS FOR 1988 QUQTA

Data Source of Data
25. 4% nesting rate (1987) July 1987 Marsh Island data
688 nests (1987) 1987 aerial nest survey

Size class frequency

distribution of females 1986 and 1987 M.I. Data

Size class frequency
distribution in Marsh

Island harvest 1987 Marsh Island harvest data

The 1988 harvest quota is based upon the average nest density and
the associated number of adult size females within the population.

Calculations

1. If 25.4% of > 6 feet females produced 688 nests’
then 688 : .254 = 2,709 total females > 6 feet
in length.

2. 2,709 x 20X harvest rate on > 6 feet females =

-

3542 tags for 2 6 feet females (Taylor and Neal 1984)

3. If > 6’ females = 35.4% of harvest (1987 data) then:
542 ¥ ,354 = 1,530 total tags.

4. 1,330 - 33X (reduction for potential errors in data)
harvest quota.

= 1,026



Figure 2. Hunter application form to be used for the 1988

Marsh Island Experimental Alligator Harvest Program.



ALL1CGATOR HUNTING APPLICATITON
MARSH ISLAND EXPERIMENTAL HARVEST

1988
Applications must be in by - - {ho exceptions)
NAMLE: . PHONE: Home Otfice
STREET: CITY: STATE: Z21r:
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER: ) DATE OF BIRTH

Plcase provide the following information on your previous alligator hunting
uxpericncus.

YEAR: 1987

Landowner (Name) s

Plione: Home Work

Number of tags issued Humber of togs used

Pivase provide the same information on additional lundowncrs on reverse side.
YEAR: 1986

Landowner (Name):

Plhione: Hume Work

Number of tays issued Number of tags uned
YUEAR: 1985

Landowner (Name):

Phones Home Work

Number ol Laps issued Number of taps ubed

RN A AN EE NIRRT AERARARKRAARLAARSK RN RIRARKN R LS AN TR dex i EISEETRR T TS TR 2T LT 8T

Please provide the followiny information on the boats you vwn and plan to use for
horvesting allipators,

Category L: Minimum size 18" for open waturs of Verwmilion Buy,
Y I} Y

Bout Registration Numbers: LA

Expiration Date: Lenpth Width _
Horsvpower Type ol Engine

Cutepory 11: Smuller bost {([lar bout, wud hoat, cte.) for hunting interior ponds and
hayous.

Boar Registeation Humbers: LA

Expiracion Datwe: Length Width
Horsoepower Typue of Enyine

R e R L T s o T g T oy A e T R R T L]

Are you sclf-coployed {check one) YES No

If not sclf-cmployed provide the following information:

Employvur:

Name addruess
Immediante Supervisor ( ) -
Name Telephone

KRRKRRARKIGHRIARARKRA AR I URR R KKK RRARARKKARSRAA R AN AR RRARA KR RAR SRRV AN KA ARRRRARRIRRA KRR K AR K
I certify that the information I have provided in this application is cruc. 1 undersuand
that falsificurion of this informatiun may causce wmy application to be vejected, my neme
removed from the eligible register and/or subject me to immediage dismissal from this
projoeat,

Signature ol Applicant Duce
RETURN APPL1CATION TO: Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
Fur & Refuge Division
Rt. 4, Box 78, Darnell Road

New Iberfa, LA 70560



Figure 3. Contract betwveen the La. Department of Wildlife &
Fisheries and the hunters participating in the 1987 Marsh
Island Experimental Alligator Harvest Program (will be

altered as necessary for 1988).



LUULSIANA DEPARTMENY OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERLES

CONTRACT FUR ALLICATUR HUNTING UN MARSH LSLAND (19d7)

NAME: PHONHL:

—— e e

ADDRESS:

Strext ur box No, City ut tuwn, Zip

L hercby agree to follow «l1 the rules and regulations pertaining to Marsh lslaad
Keluge and to alligator hunting.

Specilically | further underscand thot:

1) No commercial Fishing accivicy such us crab craps, trot limes, gill nets,
of bush lines can be utllized an Magsh lsland. Only sport tishing i3 allowed.
No trawling i3 allowed within the bounduries of Marsh 1slund,

2) A single firearm may be carrled on co Marsh Islund only after clearance and
registrativnwith Depurcwental personnel. You way hLave the Ciresrm in your
pusseasion only whed you arte checking your linca., Otherwise Che lircarms
aust remain ac your cawp, bouscbuua€ or ahgiwp boet, The Lirears con be
vtilized only to kill alligators.  Ne other type of wildlife (including
bluckbirds und grackles) are to be harwed in uny wuy.

3) Nu onighttime sctivicies will be allowed un Marsh lsland unless speciffed by
Peparcwental puzsomel, You way leave youwr cump 0r enter the celupge ot suarise
und you wust recturn Co yout coump or leave the reluge by sunset.

4) No littaring of any kind will be sllowsd. Yuu ure tusponuible (ur propur
dinpusal of all gurbage and trash from your canp, huuscboat or sbrlup buat.

3) Fifcy percent (502) of che revenues decfived Srum the nale ol the whole alligators
willt go to the aclected bhunters aod tidty percent (OUZ) will po to the Departueat
ol Wildlite and Floheries,

) Selected hunters witl provide al) of the equlpuent necesnary Tar harvesting
Iiis quotu of alligators, Lack ol proper equlpuent ur cuntisued takiure of
vyuipwent will be grounds lur curudnat o,

7)  Each selected hunter will hiave o report to Mursh Island cach awrning {ac daylight)
uncil his wonthly quota of tags is Filled. Each selected hunter may have only

otte Licenssd telper present at any one ime, however cthls does oot alleviate

the responsibilicy ot che selected huncer for belng presenc on J daily basis.

8) Unless otherwlse speclfied cuch hunter must take alligovers vuly frow s
designated unit, Unit asslgnoents wil} be determined by o drawing. Eoch bunter
aust procevd to bla desigonated unit ac doylighe, remove alllgucors from the Jlnes
and return fwowdistaly o Che headquarters facillry.  Each hunter sust keep
alligators cool by covering. Uepartwental personnel will specily o apecitle
time by which wil all{gutors must be delivered co che headyuasrters factlity,

%) Unless othervlae speciiled ull alligators will be taken by ¢he hook and Jine
fishing technique. ALL alligutors thut are caught on the tines shall be taken.
Yuu wust set lines s0 as to winfmlee cthe capture of alligatars less thon & feee
long, Nowever, nu alligators way be cut loose [rum hooks and lihes Lur purposey
ol suleceing Llucger alllguzocs,  The auuber of lines tu be aet will be Teguleced
by Uuparcaencal personnel. Adjustment will be wade as acceanary, however each
hunter shall have @ quots of 5 alligators per day unless othervise speciffed,

{U) Nu cype of wild birds or antwals way be used for bait., You wmust supply your
own bait and 1t should ba of sowe type of dowestic aniwal (bect mele, fatlow
ot long or poulcry parts) of u Couwamctefal Cish wpevies,

1) Alligators wust be ragged upon taklng. Befure you proceed to your next line,
the alligator tay wust be In place and tully locked.

Vielarion of Jany ol Chese agrecwents by you or by your licenscd helper will

bg grounds four cancellation af your alligstor hunting privileges, revocacion

of all alligaror tugs and imgedlate vemoval frowm che arca.

12)

13} This contract bucowes eftectlve

July |, 1987, and ceruinates ot project
cumpleciun,

1 have read the above and understond that by aigning below I upree to the abuve
Eeriug.

Aldigatur hunter Yignature

Alligutur he lp-n: l‘-_:il,;n.nl ure

APPRUVLID:

La, Depe. of WEBdLLCw & Flaberiva Vel o



Figure 4. Map of Marsh Island Wildlife Refuge with the
designated hunting units for the 1987 Marsh Island
Experimental Alligator Harvest Program (will be altered

ag necessary for 1988).
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1987 Experimental Alligator Harvest Program on

Marsh Island Refuge

INTRODUCTION

Louisiana began an active alligator (Alligator
miasissgggienais) research program in 1958. After closing
the statewide alligator season in 1962, a limited harvest of
alligators began in 1972 (Joanen & McNease 1975a). The open
area was gradually expanded with a harvest in 12 parishes
during 1979 and 1980 and a statewide harvest beginning 1981
(Joanen et al. 1984),

Since 1958 considerable research has been done on wild
alligators in Louisiana. Initial research was conducted on
or near Rockefeller Refuge, Cameron Parish, La. Chabreck
(1963) examined methods for capturing, handling and marking
alligators. Chabreck (1963), Joanen and McNease (1970,
1972a), McNease & Joanen (1974), Taylor et al. (1976), and
Taylor (1984) studied movement and home ranges of alligators
in mafsh and upland lake habitat. Food habitse of alligators
have been examined by Chabreck (1971), McNease and Joanen
(1977), Taylor (1986), Sloan (submitted for publ. in 1987).
Reproductive activity and population estimations,
distribution, and dynamics of alligator populations have been
reported by Chabreck (1966, 1967) Joanen (1969), Joanen and

McNease (1972b, 1974, 1973b, 1977, 1978, 1979, 1980, 1981),



Joanen et al. (1977), McNease and Joanen (1978), Taylor
(1980, 1984), Taylor and Neal (1984), and Taylor et al.
(submitted for publ. in 1987).

Research on the alligator population on Marsh Island
began in 1981i. 1Initially, night counts of alligators were
conducted to determine: .

1) the relative density of adult-size alligators (adults

per mile), and

2) the size-class frequency distribution (SCFD) of

alligators within this population which had not
been harvested for approximately 25 years.

The majority of these surveys were conducted in Bird
Island Bayou and the Impoundment canal. During 1983 an
additional 30 miles of bayous were surveyed. None of the
surveys indicated a SCFD differing from hundreda of other
surveys conducted throughout the state. Therefore, these
data indicated a population of alligators that was no
different from those currently being harveasted elsewhere in
Louisiana. The relative densities of adult sitings on Marsh
Island has remained higher than in mosg areas of the State
but the degree of visibility is far greater in an open water
canal or bayou habitat as opposed to fresh marsh, swamp or
cypress lake habitat where dense vegetation is a limitiﬁg
factor in seeing alligatore at night.

Additionally, an adult female alligator reproductive

study began March 24, 1985 and continued through February,



1986. Each month, female alligators were collected and their
reproductive tracts removed and later analyzed to determine
their reproductive status. The results of this research was
uged to calculate production rates and harvest quotas for the
1986 harvest. During the 1986 harvest a total of 2,930
alligators were taken (57% males, 43% females). A total of
1,076 adult-size females were harvested and a nesting rate of
21.6% was calculated. By combining nest count data and this
production rate, an annual nesting rate of 29.8% wvas
calculated. The data obtained from the 1986 harvest was used
to calculate the harveast quota used during 1987,

Coastal alligator population estimates in Louisiana are
determined using aerial nest counte and a conversion factor
based on the proportion of adult-sized (> 6 feet) females
nesting (Joanen et al. 1984). Previous popﬁlation eatimates
and subsequent harvest quotas have been based on an estimated
63% production rate (Joanen and McNease 1980). As noted by
Taylor et al. (submitted for publ. in 1987) this rate was
based on a sample of 24 gexually mature females (> 6 feet),
wvhich was not representative of the true production in that
population. Therefore it was felt that additional research
vas needed to better estimate the proportion of adult-sized
females nesting annually.

The population of alligators on Marsh Island Wildlife
Refuge provided an ideal location for this research. The

study was initiated to provide data to better estimate



statevide alligator populations and to calculate optimum

harvest rates. Specific objectives of the study were:

1)

2)

3)

4)

S)

6)

To collect reproductive data to determine

the proportion of adult-sized females

(2 6 feet) nesting annually. Also to

determine reproductive rates as related to marsh
management units on Marsh Island (weired marsgh,
natural marsh and impoundment).

To evaluate an alternate time of annual harvest
with the intent of changing the sex ratio in the
harvest. Also to evaluate size-class ratios in
summer harvested alligators.

To evaluate the accuracy of a calculafed optimum
harvesat rate.

To evaluate the logistics of handling and selling
wvhole alligatore so that the entire alligator
(hide and meat) could be utilized.

To collect femurs from adult-sized females and
extremely large male alligastors to evaluate

age at sexual maturity in females and

overall age structure of males.

To evaluate an alternate harvest methodology for

4 feet and 5 feet alligators.

In order to accomplish the objectives, a summertime

experimental harvest of alligators was conducted on Marsh

Island Wildlife Refuge during 1987.



STUDY AREA

Marsh Island Wildlife Refuge was donated by the Russell
Sage Foundation to the State of Louisiana in 1920. The basic
management objectives are:

1) To maintain and improve Marsh Island as wintering
vaterfowl habitat.

2) To manage the population density of furbearers and
alligators in order to prevent damage to habitat or
to other species of wildlife.

Historical management practices on Marsh Island included
controlled harvest of furbearers and alligators since the
conception of the Refuge. Historically, the Louisiana Dept.
of Wildl. & Fish. has received royalties varying from 25 to
35% of the monies generated from sales of hides and pelts.
Betwveen 1940 and 1954, 1.6 million muskrats, 6,288 mink,

8, 308 raccoons, 333 otters and 29,818 nutrias were harvested
on Marsh Island. The sales of these pelts generated $705, 679
for the Department (Louisiana Wild Life and Fisheries
Commission 1956). Alligators have also been harvested on
Marsh Island since the State of Louisiana has taken control
of the Refuge. Records from Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries Biennial Reports demonstrate that the Departmeﬁt
has received royalties from the sale of alligator hides taken
from Marsh Island. Due to the incompleteness of these

records, we can not document the actual number of alligators



ol

that have been harvested from Marsh Island Refuge. The
seagon was closed on the Refuge during the 1950°’s.

Marsh Ialand Wildlife Refuge is located at the center of
Louigiana’s coastal wetlands. The refuge is bordered on the
north by Vermilion Bay, on the west by Southwest Pass, on the
south by the Gulf of Mexico, and on the east by West Cote
Blanche Bay (Fig. 1). The island consists of 67, 129 acres of
brackish marsh habitat. A total of 135,424 acres is currently
under the influence of fixed crest weirs, while 43, 801 acres
ies natural brackish marsh. Tvo fresh wvater impoundments
represent a total of 7,904 acres. The extreme northwest
portion of the island is classified as salt marsh and
comprises approximately 4% of the island.

The dominant species of vegetation in the weired and
unveired habitat types is wiregrass (Spartina patens) and
three-cornered grass (Scirpus olneyi). The impoundment
contains wiregrass and salt grass (Distichlis spicata). The
man-made and natural levees are dominated by hogcane
(Spartina cynosuroides), baccharis fBaccharie halmifolia),
feathergrass (Panicum virgatum), tallow tree (Sapium
sebiferum) and roseau cane (Phragmites communis). The salt
marsh area is dominated by black rush (Juncus roemerianus).

Tides in the Gulf of Mexico are predominantly diurnal
wvith an average range of approximately 1.5 feet. Salinities
in the Marsh Island-Vermilion Bay complex range from lows of

2-5 ppt in the spring to highs of 7-15 ppt in the f£fall.



Salinities are affected dramatically by local rainfall and

fresh wvater discharge from the Atchafalaya River and Wax Lake

Outlet.

METHODS

Marsh Island wvas selected as the study area due to its
gsubstantial population'of alligators and its relative
isolation from surrounding habitat. Additionally, total
control of this Department owned and managed area was
esgential to collect the data necessary to fulfill the
deﬁired objectives. Complete control was required in
placement of hunters, daily collection of field data,
centralization of check-in for length, weight, sexing and
collection of reproductive tracts and femurs, and sale of
vhole alligators. This control could only be accomplished by

conducting the study on Department owned property.

Timing of harvest

The experimental harvest was planned t§ harvest
alligators in July. The function of this design was to
provide accurate data on the reproductive performance of
adult females and to assess the sex ratio and size-class

distribution during a summer harvest of alligators.

Harvest Quota

The data and calculations necegsary to generate a



harvest quota for the Marsh Ieland experimental harvest are
listed in Figure 2. A harvest quota of 1,500 alligators was
calculated. These alligators were harveasted by the baited
hook and line (fishing) method.

Nichols et al. (1976) and Taylor and Neal (1984)
demonstrated that the 4 feet and 5 feet size classes are not
harvested in proportion to their existence in the populations
during the standard fall harveat seasons in Louisiana.

Taylor and Neal (1984) stated that a selective harvest (by
employing a size-specific tag allocation system) could result
in a 549% increase in the harvest without increasing the
harvest of 7 feet males. An additional allotment of 500 tags
vas issued in an attempt to selectively harvest 4 feet and 5
feet alligators. These alligators were harvested by shooting
free swimming animals. Hunter succese and their ability to

Judge alligator lengths was evaluated.

Hunter Selection

Based on the size of Marsh Island, the desired time to
complete the harvest, and the projected base quota of 1,500
alligatoras’ a total of 18 hunters and 5 alternates were
gselected to participate in the harvest. Selections vere
based upon the following criteria:

1) Previous trapping experience on Marsh Island

Refuge.



2) Previoue alligator hunting experience in Louisiana.

3) Ownership of essential equipment for alligator
hunting on Marsh Island. Due to the location
and topography of Marsh Island Refuge each hunter
wvould need two boats.

a) Minimum 18’ hull to cross the open water of
Vermilion Bay on a daily basis.

b) A smaller boat (small flat, mudboat, etc.) to
hunt the interior bayous and ponds.

4) Each applicant was required to report to the
refuge each morning until his monthly quota wvas
filled (No exceptions allowed). »

S) Ability to follow specific instructions issued
by Departmental personnel.

6) Ability to maintain required records.

7) All applicants were checked for past wildlife
violations. Any applicant possessing a wildlife
violation in the past S years was rejected.

Approximately 8@ individuals applied to participate in the
alligator harvest (Fig. 3). Nine of the individuals vere
selected because they were fur trappers that had recently
participated in the Marsh Island Fur Program. The remaining
9 hunters and S5 alternates were chosen by an official
drawing. All hunters were required to abide by a written

contract (Fig. 4).
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Harvest Units

Marsh Island was divided into lalharvest unitas (Fig. 1).
The units were designed to distribute the harvest over the
entire 28,326 ha (69,964 acres) study area. In order to
facilitate data analysis, unit boundaries were drawn so that
the majority of the hhnters véuld be harvesting alligators in
only one habitat type (i.e., unwveired brackish marsh, weired
brackish marsh, or impoundment). For each harvest megment, a
draving was conducted to assign each hunter a specific unit.
This allowed each hunter to have an equal chance of receiving
either a "good" (i.e., near the check-in point) or "bad"
unit. If a hunter could not £fill hies quota from within a
particular unit, he was assigned to another unit for that

harveast segment.

Sale of Whole Alligators

Historically, the harvest of alligators in Louisiana
regsulted in the sale of hides and very little commercial
utilization of the meat. Since the season was expanded in
1979, regulated commercial use of the alligator meat has been
expanding. During the 1986 statewide season, approximately
250, 000 pounds of deboned meat was sold for an estimated
1.125 million dollars. Due td the remoteness of certain
areasg of Louisiana’s coastal marshlands, a substantial part
of the alligator meat resource is wasted because hunters

simply can not logistically meet the regulations of the
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Louisiana Department of Health and Human Resources. However,
1f these hunters could arrange to sell wvhole carcasses to a
processing facility this part of the meat resource could be
utilized. During this experimental harvest we sought
complete utilization of the alligator by selling the whole
carcass. During the first week of April, 1987,
advertisements to solicit sealed bids for the sale of whole
alligators were placed in all newgpapers in coastal Louisiana
and mailed to all licenged fur-dealers, fur buyers, and
alligators parts dealers. 0On 6 May 1987, bide were opened
and avarded to the highest bidder (Domangue Fur House, Houma,
Louisiana). Subsequently, a contract to purchase
approximately 1,500 alligators at $£30.20 per linear foot was
executed (Fig. S). Fifty percent of the value of each
alligator went to the hunter and the remaining 50% went to
the Dept. of Wildl. and ?ish. - Marsh Island Fund. This
division of revenues was based on the extensive involvement
of Departmental personnel in managing the hunt and collecting
of data and the fact that hunters were involved only in
harvesting and not in the processing of the alligators.

The buyer was required to provide a boat large enough to
refrigerate and transport a minimum of 100 alligators per
day. Alligatore were loaded on the boat from 8:00 a.m. to
midday each day, then transported to Cypremort Point, loaded
into a refrigerated truck and delivered to the processing

plant in Houma, La.
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Data Collection
In order to facilitate data collection and the sale of
whole animals, the hunters were required to take all
alligators to the Marsh Island Wildlife Refuge headquarters
facility. The alligators were hoisted onto the deck of a
shrimp boat and the following data were collected:
1) Alligator hide tag numbers
2) Length (feet and inches)
3) Weight (pounds)
4) Sex
S5) Location where the alligator was caught
6) All adult size femaleeg [(>1.83 m (6 feet)] were web
tagged and the head was painted to identify for
necropsy.
7) All large males were marked to identify for
femur removal.
8) Obvious mutilations (i.e., cuts, bobtailils,
missing legs) were recorded.
Data were recorded on an official receipt forﬁ (ugsed for all
financial transactions between the buyer and both the hunter
and the Department) (Fig. 6). This document was signed each
day by the hunter, a Department representative and a buyer
repregentative. On each day the hunter was provided a new
map of his unit which was utilized to mark the exact location

where each alligator was taken. Specific instructions were
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given, on a daily basis, to each hunter concerning the number
of lines to set for the following day. This was also
recorded.

After each alligator wae processed, it was placed in the
hold of the boat for cooling. The alligators were then
transported to Houma for processing. Fur & Refuge Division
personnel were stationed at the processing plant to collect
reproductive tracts and femure from all webbed tagged
alligators. These items were placed in plastic bags, labeled
and stored in freezers. Reproductive tracts were examined at
the New Iberia office for classification of reproductive
statuse (i.e., imﬁature, producer, quiescent, or barren).
Femurs were gtored for later sectioning and age

determination.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

Method of Take

Between July 6 and August 6, 1987, =a total of 1,262
alligators were harvested. A total of 1,008 animals were
taken with baited hook and line while 234 alligatore were
shot free swimming. Adult-sized alligators (> 6 feet)
compriged 43% of the harvest and 33% of those caught by the

fishing method.
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Hunter Success

Of the 1,500 tage issued for the experimental harvest,
67.2% vere utilized. The catch rate during the 1987 harvest
averaged 3%, as compared to a catch rate of 7% during July .
1986. A significantly higher percentage of the tags would
have been filled if the harvest would have been extended for
a longer period of time. After 23 days of hunting, the
experimental harvest was discontinued because it was not
economically feasible to operate the shrimp boat and the
refrigerated tfucka being used for transporting the
alligators to the processing plant. As this experimental
harvest progressed, difficulty was encountered in maintaining
the selected hunters’ interest in this harvest program. On
sn average basise, each individual hunter collected
approximately $267.00 each day they participated in the
harvest (23 days). For some reason the hunters did not
asgess their income from this hunt on an average daily basis.
A8 time progressed and the alligators became more difficult
to catch, the hunters disregarded the monies that they
collected during the early part of this harvest and assumed
that since they had not made a sufficient quantity of money
within the previous day or two that they were then losing
money by staying any additional period of time. This
attitude also contributed to an early closure of this

experimental harvest.
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Size Class Frequency Distribution (SCFD)

The SCFD by sex of all alligators harvested is ligted in
Table 1. Table 2 lists the SCFD for the alligators harvested
by the fishing method. The largest alligator harvested was
13 feet 1/2 inch long. Of the males in the harvest 32% were

adult-sized animals while 68% of the females were of adult
size (Table 3).

Sex Ratios

Males comprised 53% of the total harvest while females
comprised 47%. Within the adult size classes 32Y% were mnales
and 68% were females. This sex ratio differs significantly
from the sex ratio of fall harvested alligators (78% males,
22% females). The impact of this higher harvest rate on the
adult female segment of the population will be closely
monitored by collecting data on SCFD of the harvest,
intensive aerial nest counts and production rates in
subsequent years. Within the immature size claseses, 69% were

males and 31% were females.

Production Rates

A total of 370 adult-sized (> 6 feet) female alligators
wvere dissected to determiné reproductive status. These
reproductive data along with the 1986 data, represent by far
the largest sample size of adult-size female alligators ever

taken anyvhere in the world. Reproductive ratees (proportion
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of adult-sized females nesting) were calculated. Since the
1987 sample of reproductive tracts was taken after all
nesting attempts had been completed, it conatitutes the most
accurate reproductive data (Table 4). The reproductive
tracts examined in July indicated conclusively that 235. 4% of
the adult-gsized female alligators collected had nested.
Since the 1986 and 1987 data contain a representative sample
of 1,435 adult size females and theeé data indicate a SCFD in
wvhich 60%Z of the adult-sized females occupy the > 7’ size
claagses therefore, thias SCFD will be used to calculate the
1988 harvest quota.

Aerial nest surveys were conducted annually throughout
Louisiana’s coastal marsh including Marsh Island (Joanen et
al. 1984). Intensive aerial nest counts have been conducted
on Marsh Island since 1984. Average neet‘densitiea for the 3
year period of 1984 to 1986 were 1 nest/33 acres in weired
brackish marsh, 1 nest/89 acres in natural brackish marsh,
and 1 nest/92 acres in the impoundment. Based upon
extrapolation from nests counted to total nests present, an
average number of nests per year was calculated for a S5-year
period (1982-1986). When the average number of nests per
year (1,036) was compared with the calculated nesting effort
for 1987 (688 nests), a factor of 1.5 was obtained. The
determined nesting rate for 1987 of 235.4% multiplied by the
factor of 1.5 leads to a calculated 38. 2% annual nesting rate

for all of the > 6 feet females within that population.

-——
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Sex ratio data, size-class data, proportion of adult
females nesting annually and nest count data will be analyzed
individually and collectively to determine an optimum annual

harvest rate for the alligator population on Marsh Iesland.

Age Analyeis

Femurs (long bones of the rear legs) were collected from
all adult-sized female alligators as well gs from selected
males. These femurs were sectioned, their annuli counted and
ages assigned to each animal. Average ages for each size
class were determined and presented in Table 5. Of major
importance is the combined analysis of age and reproductive
data which will provide a better understanding of the adult
female segment of the population and allow for a more

accurate calculation of reproductive rates.

Special Harvest (4 feet) and (S5 feet)

A total of 254 alligators was harvested by shooting.
The sex ratio wvas 70% males and 30% females. Immature
alligators comprised 92.6% of this harvest. Overall, 719
immature alligators were taken during this experimental
harvest. Shooting accounted for 32.8%. The harvest rate was
approximately 1 alligator per 4.1 hours of hunter effort.
During this harvest, hunters shot at a total of 303
alligatores and harvested 254 of these. Data collected

indicated an initial 10% crippling lost and 13% missed shots.



On several occasione crippled alligators were recovered the

folloving day and subsequently sold.

Selling of Whole Alligators
During this experimental harvest we sought complete
utilization of the alligators by selling the whole carcass.

In short, the entire program was logistically feasible and
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successful. Neat yield was estimated at approximately 22, 000

pounds of deboned alligator meat and this entire quantity of

meat was sold by Fall 1987. A total of 7,320 feet of leather

vag produced from 1,262 alligators. Due to the success of

this program, a minimum of 4,000 alligators were purchased

wvhole during the statewide harvest in 1987 and. processed for

utilization of both meat and hides. Depending on the
creation of international meat markets, this trend may
escalate in future years.

This experimental harvest has generated an extremely
large quantity of data. Analysis of sex ratios, production
rates and SCFD is ongoing. Subsequent annual harvest
programs and annual intensive nest count surveys on Marsh
Island will continue to contribute to a data base of
information that will be utilized to make management
decisions for Marsh Island and for Louisiana. The data
collected on Marsh Island will have far reaching alligator
management implicaetions and represents one of the greatest

steps forward in the management of this commercially



important natural resource.
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Table 1. Size-class frequency distribution by sex of all alligators

harvested on Marsh Island Wildlife Refuge in 1986.

. Males Females Total
‘Size~Class No. % No. % No. %
2’ 17 17] 2 "unk" 4 |
a3’ 70 52 122 -
| 74y — a8y L 57%
ry 333 103 436
5° 90 67 _] 157
# —
6’ 627 156‘} 218
7° 32 157 189
—  62%
8’ 20 S4 74
9’ 14 3_| 17
. 26% | 43%
10’ 27 27
11° 17 17
12° 1 1
13 1| | 1|

Total 668 S3% 593 47% 1,263




Table 2. Size-class frequency distribution by sex of alligators

harvested by baited hook and line (fishing) method on Marsh Island

¥Wildlife Refuge in 1987.

Males Females Total
Size-Clase No. % No. X No. %
- i
2 1 £T 2
3’ 36 24 60
I~ 66% r' 31% —~— 48%
4’ 220 72 292
S 66_| 63 | 129 |
6 s8 | 150 | 208 |
7° 30 153 183
— 69X%
8’ 20 31 71
9° 14 3 17
— 347 ~— 92%
10’ 27 27
11’ 17 17
12’ b § 1
13’ 1] 1|
Total 491 497% 317 31 1, 008




Table 3.

Size class frequency distribution (as harvested) by sex

of alligators > 6’ harvested from Marsh Island Wildlife Refuge 1987.

Males Females Total
Size Clases No. % Noa. % No. %
6’ 62 35.6 156 42.2 218 40.1
7 32 18.4 157 42.5 189 34.7
a’ 20 11.5 54 14.6 74 13.6
9’ 14 8.0 3 0.8 17 3.1
10’ 27 15.5 27 5.0
11’ 17 9.8 17 3.1
12° 1 0.6 1 0.2
13’ 1 2.6 1 0.2
Total 174 32. 0% 370 68.0 544




Table 4. HNumber and reproductive status (post nesting) of aduli

size female alligators harvested on Marsh Island Wildlife Refuge

by size-class in 1987.

Mature-did
Size-Class Immature X Neated % not Nest % Total %
6’ 72 48.63 20 13.51 56 37.84 148 40.0
7’ 7 4,27 51 31.10 le6 64.63 164 44.5
> 8’ 23 39.66 36 62.07 38 15.5
Totals 79 21. 4% 94 25.4% 198 53. 3% 370




Table 3. Size-age relationship by sex for Marsh Island

alligators harvested in 1987.

Average Age (years)

Size Classe Females Males
4 -- 4.9
-] 6.1 6.1
6 8.7 7.8
7 10.9 3.7
8 15.8 -
9 20.8 12.8
10 - 16.0
11 -- 18.6

12 - 21.8




Figure 1. Map of Marsh Island Wildlife Refuge with the

designated hunting units.
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Figure 2. Data and calculations necessary to establish
the harvest quota for the 1987 Marsh Island Experimental

Alligator Harvest Program.



CALCULATIONS FOR 1987 QUOTA

Data Source of Data
21.6% nesting rate (1986) July 1986 Marsh Island data
8350 nests (1986) 1986 aerial nest survey and

potential nesting females
harvested in April and May 1986

36M: 44F sex ratio 1986 Marsh Island data

Size class frequency
distribution by sex Taylor and Neal, 1984

Size class frequency
distribution in Marsh
Island harvest 1986 Marsh Island harvest rate

During the 1986 Marsh Island Experimental Alligator Harvest,
adult-sized alligators were not harvested in proportion to their
existence in the population (as calculated from past Louim=siana
harvest gtatisticse and night count data) (Kinler et al, 1987).
Therefore the 1987 harvest quota is based on estimated number

of 2,13 m (7 feet) males instead of the total estimated number
of 1.83 m (6 feet) alligators (both msexes).

Calculations

1) If 21.6% 0o£21.83 m (6 feet) females produced 850 nests’
then 850 + .216 = 3,935 total females >1.83 m (6 feet)

2) If S56M:44F = adult sex ratio’ then 5,009 = number of males
21.83 m (6 feet)

3) 5,009 + 3,935 = 8,944 total alligators >1.83 m (6 feet)

4) (5,009) x (.60)Y = 3,000 >2.13 m (7 feet) malems (Taylor
and Neal 1984)

5) 3,000 x 18% harvest rate on >2.13 m (7 feet) males =
340 tags for 22.13 m (7 feet) males (Taylor and Neal 1984)

6) If 60M:140F = gex ratio for >2.13 m (7 feet) class
{Taylor and Neal 1984); then 540@ - .60 = 900 = Total tage
for 22.13 m (7 feet) class

7) If 22.13 m (7 feet) class = 40% of total harvest (Taylor
and Neal, 1984) then 900 - .40 = 2,250 maximum harveset quota
(by the fishing method).

8) 2,250 - 33% (reduction for potential errors in data) = 1, 500
harvest qguota.



Figure 3. Hunter application form utilized for the 1987

Mareh Island Experimental Alligator Harveast Program.



ALLLIGATUR HUHTING APULICATION
MAKSH ISLAND EXFERIMUENTAL HARVESY
1yd7

Applicarions wust be in by May 8 , 1987 (no uxceptions)

NAME: PHONE: Huime Olffce
STREET CLTY: STATE: Z1P: _
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER: DATE OF B1RTH

Please provide the following inforwatlon on your previvus alli{pator hunting

expericnces.

YEAR: 1986

Laadawaer (Nawe)s

Phone: Howe Work
Nuwber of tugs issued Number of tags used
Pleuse provide the same informstlon on addltional landowners on reverse side.

YEAR: 1985

Landownuer (Nowe) @

Yhone:  Howe Work

Nuwber of taps issued Nuwber of taps used

YEAR: 1984

Londuwner (Nawe):

Phone; Huwme Work
Nunber of tags issued Nuwbur of tags used
RRRARAARRARKRKKARAARARAANARRRRAKRAARARKARARKANKAANRRRRNNARRARARRARARAANARNARRARKARARARARKRRARN

Please provide the tollouwling information un the bouts you own and plan to use for
harvestlng alligators.
Catugory [: Miniuwuwm size 18' for vpea wuters of Verwmilion Bay.
Bout Registration Nuwbers: LA —
Expiracion Date: Length Width
torsepuwur Type of Epgiue
Catvgory 11: Swaller boar (flat boat, wud boat, ctc.) for hunting lnterior ponds and
bayous,

Bout Repgiscrotion Numbers: LA

Expiration Date: Length Width

Mursepowur Type of Engine
AARARKARARARKRAARARAARRARARRKRRARRANKNARAARARAKAARARARRRARRARRARAARARRRARARRAARKARAKARRRRAK A

Are you selt-vuployed {check one) YES No
I not seli-cuployed provide the followlng lnformation:
Euploycer:
Nawe Address
luwediste Supervisor ¢ ) =
Nawe Telephione

t*il*%ﬁ!t&tt‘l*ﬁt&i“tt%‘kk%**kl%st*t*ﬁk*ﬁ“k**ﬁkt#ﬁﬁt*t*’k*ﬁ&ﬁﬁ**tﬁﬁtttiﬁﬁ*lkt*ﬁtliﬁtﬂﬁitﬁ*
I certily that the inflorwation 1 have prévldcd in this appllcation is true, I understund
that falsification of this information way cause wy application to be rejected, my nuame
removed from the eligible register and/or subject we to immedivte dlsmissal from this

projuct.

Siguature of Applicant Date

RETURN APPLICATION 70; Louistuna Duepartment of Wildlife & Fisheries
Fur and #efuge Division
Re. 4, Box 78, Numell Road
New JTberia, LA 70560



Figure 4. Contract between the La. Department of Wildlife &
Fisheries and the hunters participating in the 1987 Marsh Island

Experimental Alligator Harveast Program.



LUULSLANA DEPARTHENY UF WILDLIFE ARL FISHERIES

CONTRACT FUK ALLIGATOK WUHTIRG o HARSH LSLAKD {1yn?)

NAME PHUNE

ADUKESY

Stract or bus Hu, City ur Town, Zip

{ herchby agree tu fullov all the rules and regulations pertainlng to Marsh laland
Reluge und to alligacor huaciag,

Specillcally 1 further understand chat:

1} No commercial fishing activity such as crub traps, teot bines, pitl netas,
or bush tines cun be ugllizud oo Marsh luland. Unly sporc Pishing is allowed.
No trawling is allowed within the boundaries of Marah lsland,

2} A single firearw may be carricd on to Marsh Island only arcec cleavance and
registration with Depargmental personnel. You way have the Pircarm in your
povscosion Only when yuu are checking your linva., Utherwise the tirearms
must rewain ac your cump, housdebudat or shrimp bout, Fhe tivearm can be
utilized only to Kill ulligaturs. Ne wther type of wildhite (including
Lluckbirds and grackles) ore to be harwed in any woy.

3)  No onighteime setivities will be allowed on Marsh luland ualess specif{icd by
Deparomental pursonscl.  You way leave your camp e eater the refage at sunrise

did yuu wust return Lo youl cumpr of leave the reluge by sunseg.

4) No Liccering of swny kiod will be allowed. You are responuibliv lur projer

dinposal ol all parbage und trash frow your camp, houscbodt or shriug boat,
9) Firey purcent (502) ol the revenuus derdved from the sale of the whole alligutors
wild 0 1o the aclected hunters and t1fey percent (SWI) will po to the Bepiartnent
ol Wildiite and tishectiva,

b} Seleered hunters will provide al) ol the egulpment necvasary for harvest ing
fis yuotu of allligutors. Lack ol pruper equipuent or continued tatture ol
cquipment will be grounds lur tecaloutlon,

1} Eueh selected hunter will have to repore to Harsh Island cach worning (at dayl kghe)

uncil bis wonthly gquota of tugs 1o Iilled. Each sclected hunter way have only

one tcensed helper present at any ope Clwe, howevaer this does oot alleviace

thie reaponsibllicty of the selected hunter for betng present on o dally baals.

8} Unless otherwise specified each hunter must buke alligators only frow lus
designated unit., Unit assignwents will be deteemined by o drawing. Rach hunter
must procecd to it designeted uate ot daylight, rewove alligaturs frow the lioes
and refurn jwsedistely to the bheadquarters Facility, Luch hunter aust keep
alligators cool by covering. Uepartwental pevsotnel will specity 4 upecitic
Cime Ly which all ulligarors must bu delivered to the bcadyuartees buetlity.

¥} Unlews otherwise specified all alligscors will be taken by the houk and line

tialitng technique. ALl ulligators that are caught on chie Lines whall by taken.

You west set llnes so as to wiolmize the copture ol abligatars Tens thon & Neet

fong. Wowever, no alligators way be cut louse frow hooks aud Jlses tur purpuses

ot selucilng larger alligators, The Busber 0f L13nes to be ber will Do fepulated
by Bepartmental personnel, Adjustuwent wil) be made as necessary, however wacl
hunter shall have o quota of 3 alligstors per duy unless otherwise specilicd.

tu)  Nu type of wild Lirds or anteals way be used toc Luait. You wmust supply your
own buit and [t should be vl same type ot dosmestic .nimal {(bect welt, tallow
ot lung or poultry purts) or a Cowncrebal bish species,

1) Alllgueors must be tagged upon taking, Belore you proceced tu your neat bine,
the alitgator tug wusk be Lu place and tully locked,

Vielation of uny ol theae agrecwcits by you or by your licensed helper will

be grounds for cancellation of your slligator hunting priviluges, revocation

qt all alligacor tags and juwwediste rewoval (rom the area.

13) This contracet becowes ¢ffective

July 1, 1987, und terwinuates at project
coupletioa,

1 hive resd the above and understend that by signing Lelow I ugree to the above
Cerws.

Alllgetur ltuiter Siguuture

Allyetor Bulper ‘.:lunal ul'e

APIPRUVED:
La. Depe. ot Wildbite & iduberieca

Lad o



Figure 3. Contract between the La. Department of Wildlife &
Fisheries and Domangue Fur House Inc. for the purchase of
alligators harveated in the 1987 Marsh Island Experimental

Alligator Harvest Program.



STATE OF LOULSTANA

PARISH OF

CONTRACT

Be it known, that on this day of y 1987, the

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES (hereinafter sometimes

referred to as "DEPARTMENT') and DOMANGUE FUR WOUSE, INC. (hereinafter
sometimes referred to as “CONTRACTOR") do hereby enter into contract
under thc following terms and conditions:

Contractor hereby agrees to furnish the following services:

1.

Contractor shall comply with all Loulsiana State Health Department
laws and regulations governing the sale of alli{gator meat and all other
applicable state and federal laws and regulations pertaining to the
purchase of approximately 2000 alligators beginning on July 6, 1987 from
the Marsh Island experimental alligator harvest at a price of $30.20 per
foot (measured to nearest inch for whole alligator).

2.

Contractor shall pick up alligators each day by boat at the Marsh
Island Refuge Headquarters facility located on Bird Island Bayou,
approximately six miles south of Cypremort Poilnt, St. Mary Parish or
at any other location designated by State during the term of this contract.

3.

Contractor will provide a boat to transport alligators from Marsh
Island Refuge which wmusr have the following capabilities: 1) an autematic
winch system and a derrick system capable of hoisting very large alligators
from the hunter's boat onto the deck and into the refrigerated storage
room of the transport boat. The winch system will also be used to weigh
the alligators, 2} an open deck areca approximately 20' x 30' to process
the alligators, 3) storage capacity to refrigerate a minimum of 100,

7 to 8 fect alligators, 4) a crew on the boat consisting of a mlaimum of

two or three people capable of handling large alligators, and 5) the boat

must be docked at the headquarters facility by 7:30 a.m. each day the

hunt is in progress.
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4.

Contractor will allow State personnel to measure, sex, weigh and

web tag alligators at time of pick up.
: ..

Contractor agrees that the above lenpth measurement will be the

official length used for calculating payment pursuant to this contract.
6.

Contractor will immedlately ice and/or refrigerate alligators upon
plck up and maintalin the alligator in a relrigerated contalner until
reaching the processing facility.

7.

Contractor shall make all nccessary arrangements for docking and

loading facilities at Cypremort Point.
8.

Contractor shall provide all personnel necessary to expeditiously

move the alligators from the boat to a refrigerated truck.
9.

Contractor shall daily provide a refrigerated truck capable of cooling
and transporting a minimum of 100 alligators from Cypremort Point to the
processing facility.

‘ 10,

Contractor hereby agrecs to provide enough personnel to expeditiously
skin and process at lcast 100 alligators per day. Contractor agrees to
provide additional personmel for processing 1f requested by the Department.
1.

Contractor shall pay one-half of total value payable to each alligator
hunter at 5 day intervals and one-half the total value payable to Louislana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries at 2 week intervals with the final
payment occurring no later than 1 week after completion ol the harvest.

12.

Contractor hereby agrees to cooperate with State personnel in allowing
the sampling of leg bones, reproductive tracts anfll other alligator parts
at a time immediately after skinning.

13.

Upon completion of thls contract, or if terminated earlier, all

records, reparts, worksheets or any other materials related to this contract

shall become the property of the Department,



l4.
It is hereby agreed that the Department Auditor shall have the option
of auditing all accounts of rnn;rnctor which relate to this contract.
15.
Contractor hereby agrees and understands that failure to comply
with any of the above terms and conditions of this contract may result in
termination of this contruact by the Department.

THUS DONE AND SIGNED AT Baton Rouge, Louisiana, on the day, month and

year first wirtten above.

WITNESSES CONTRACTOR:

U 04/0 0 &/ Mﬁf DOMANGU

| FUR HOUSE, INC.

J. Dowangue ;

Richar

6226422; gj. A:k5ﬂ4j;;¢¢4L "

DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND
FISHERLES

BY:

J. Burton Angelle
Secretary
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Figure 6. Official invoice form utilized for the 1987

Mareh Ieland Experimental Alligator Harveast Program.



% WDUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF

WILDUIFE & FISHERIES
RECEIPT NO.

DATE

P. 0. Bax 15570 HUNTER'S NAME
Batan Rouge, LA 70895

License No.

Unit No.

OFFICIAL RECEIPT

0504

PURCHASED BY:

Domangue Fur House, tnc.

4361 Bayou Biack Drive
Houma, LA 70360
(504) 872-0729

1987 MARSH ISLAND EXPERIMENTAL ALLIGATOR HARVEST

HIDE TAG NO. FISHED/sHOT | LENGTH

WEIGHT

SEX WEB TAG

REMARKS
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Payment Rate $30.20/ft. X Total Feet

Payment Rate $2.517/in. X Total inches

TOTAL VALUE

Amount to be paid to hunter (50% of total value)

Amount to be paid to Department of Wildlife & Fisheries (50% of total value)

SIGNED:

Hunter

R

Lauisiana Department ot Wildlife & Fisheries

Domangue Fur House, Inc,

Bank Rep:esen_tzltive {(DATE)
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COMMERCIAL HARVEST OF SPOTTED SEA TROUT
DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
LOUISIANA WILDIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

WHEREAS R.S. 56:325.3 established a quota for the commerical harvest of
spotted sea trout in Louisiana waters at 1 million] and

WHEREAS on September 3, 1987 the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission declared
the quota year for spotted sea trout to begin on September 1, 1987
won August 31, 1988 and on an annual basis thereafter, and

~
WHEREAS .. THE National Marin

—

ere have Deen

spotted sea trout takenm—in—touisiana-waters from
September 1, 1987 through March 31, 1988, and

WHEREAS . the Department staff pro 1,0 5 of spotted se
trout will be efore June 3o , 1988, and

WHEREAS this Commission is authorized to close finfish seasons using the
emergency provnsnons of the Admlmstratlve Procedure Act R.S. n
49:967, 7 e it

BE IT RESOLVED that the Louns:ana Wildlife_s j i ommission

does = ary—t6 close the commercnal spotted
trout flsher i g & Wi S. 56:325.3 and R‘ S u9 967;
ovided however that in no event sha ¢ o effective

later than —Jun<_ 30 , 1988,

BE IT ESOLVED tha commercial harvest, pruchase, barter,
trade and sale of ed dram taken from Louisiana waters after the

effective date of osure is prohibited.

@ BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that after the closure all spotted sea trout taken

as incidental catch must be returned to the water with a minimum
of harm or stress to the fish. Fishermen are hereby urged to fish
in such a manner so as to minimize the likelihood of taking spotted
sea trout as incidental catch to other fishing activities.

THE ABOVE RESOLUTION ADOPTED AT THE LOUISTANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
COMMISSION MEETING APRIL 28, 1988, IN NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA.

Joe Palmisano, Jr., Chairman
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Commission

Virginia Van Sickle
Secretary



RESOLUTION

COMMERICAL HARVEST OF RED DRUM
DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

WHEREAS R.S5.56:325.4 established an annual quota for the commerical harvest
of red drum in Louisiana waters at 1.7 million pounds, and

"WHEREAS at the September 3, 1987 Commission meeting the Louisiana Wildlife
and Fisheries Commission declared the quota year for red drum to
begin on September 1, 1987 and end on August 31, 1988 and on an
annual basis thereafter, and

WHEREAS R.S.56:325.4 mandates a closure of commerical fishery upon the
quota having been reached, and

WHEREAS on or about January 15, 1988 the quota of red drum was reached.
Effective that date this Commission closed the commercial harvest of
red drum, and

WHEREAS Unforeseen delays in the rulemaking process now necessitate the
adoption of a further emergency closure in order to accomplish
the mandates of R.S.56:325.4 and the intent of the Commission.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this Commission, by emergency declaration
pursuant to R.S.49:967, hereby declares the red drum commerical
fishery closed until midnight, August 31, 1988, effective at midnight
May 14, 1988.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the commerical harvest, purchase, barter,
trade and sale of red drum taken from Louisiana waters after the
effective date of this closure is prohibited.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all commerical dealers possessing red drum
taken legally prior to the date of closure shall maintain appropriate
records in accordance with LSA R.S5.56:306.4. Said closure shall
remain in effect until midnight, August 31, 1988.

Joe Palmisano, Jr., Chairman
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Commission

Virginia Van Sickle
Secretary

ADOPTED BY THE WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION APRIL 28, 1988,
IN NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA.
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. . . . DEPARTMENT OFfF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Virginia Van Sickle POST OFFICE BOX 15570 Buddy.Roemer:c

SECRETARY BATON ROUGE, LA, 70895 GOVERNOR
I50O4) 925-3617

April 4, 1988

M EMORANDTU M

TO: Assistant Secretary and Division Chiefs

FROM: Paula Callaisfa/

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - April 28-29, 1988

New Orleans

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to
me any agenda items your division may have for the meeting
In New Orleans to be held at the University Center, LSUNO,
New Orleans.

Thank you!

pcC

cc: Kell McInnis
Bettsie Baker

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Virginia Vnn Sickle Buddy Roemer

April 7, 1988

MEMORANDUM

TO: Chairman and Members of Commission
FROM : Virginia Van Sickle

SUBJECT: April Board Meeting

The next regular public board meeting as set by the
Commission will be at 2:00 PM on Thursday, April 28, 1988
at the University Center, LSBNNO.

On Friday, Apirl 29th, the meeting will be continued
at the same location at 10:00 AM. Please let me know if you
have any agenda items that you would like to add prior to
April 20, 1988.

1. Approval of Minutes ofMMarch 4, 1988

BENNIE FONTENOT

2. ZXoledo Bend § Caddo Lake Reciprocal Agreement
HUGH BATEMANI

3. Notice of Intent for Resident Game Hunting Seasons 1988-89 .
4. Ratify Rule Change Pertaining to Field Trials on WMAs.
JOHNNIE TARVER

5. Discussion of Marsh Island Alligator Harvest Program

KELL MCINNIS

6. Additional Shrimp Season Enforcement



Page 2
Memo - Commission Members
April 7, 1988

RAY MONTET

7. Law Enforcement Report
8. State of the Region Reports from Region IV, V § VE
9. Blan for Enforcement Division (Jenkins' motion)

CORKY PERRET

10. Oyster Survey Report

11. Seismic Report

12. Discussdon of Commercial Speckled Trout Harvest
13. Closure of Commercial Speckled Trout Harvest
14. Setting of Inshore Shrimp Season

DON PUCKETT

15, Discuséion of Shelldredging add Proposed Bid Framework
OTHER BUSINESS

16. Set May Meeting Date (May 19-20, 1988 Baton Rouge)
VVS/pc

cc: Joe L. Herring
Don Puckett
Kell McInnis
Bettsie Baker
Bill Ouellette
Mary Mitchell
Division Chiefs



